
Reading books Your child currently has a reading 

book. Please could read this with your child at home 

asking questions about the book, 

such as, what do they think will 

happen next? Which character do 

they like? Could we ask you also to 

write a comment in your child’s 

reading records too, just about whether they 

enjoyed it, what their favourite part was, how 

well they have sounded words out. Children will 

read on a Tuesday and have their books changed 

on a Friday if they have been read with and a 

comment is in their reading record. The children 

will also get the opportunity to choose a shared 

reading book from the book corner to share with 

you at home. Again this really is a great opportunity 

to ask your children questions about the story, it is 

also lovely just to sit down, snuggle, and enjoy read-

ing a book together. The children’s passport of 

sounds books will continue to be updated. Please 

practise these sounds with your child. The consoli-

dation at home really does help children to remem-

ber them. Practising writing these will also be great 

too.  

WORKOUT WEDNESDAYS 

Our ‘Workout Wednesdays’ are a great hit with 

the children. They have great fun practising 

many different skills; yoga, ball skills, dance, funky fingers, dough 

disco, squiggle while you wiggle. It’s all lots of fun! We would like 

to make one change this term and would ask if children can now 

bring their PE kits to school to get ready for ’Workout Wednes-

day’ in class. As part of the STEPS profile children are expected 

to dress and undress independently. The children will change in the 

morning at school and be wearing their PE kits all day and getting 

changed in the afternoon. They wo;; practise many skills such as 

dressing and undressing independently and fastening and unfas-

tening buttons. Encouraging your child to get dressed themselves 

and praising their efforts will really help towards them becoming 

more independent.   

Learning journey 

This half term we will be sending home a 

letter asking you to tell us about your 

child’s interests. We value the knowledge 

and understanding you have of your child 

and would really appreciate it if you would 

share this with us so that together we can 

enhance our environment (both indoors and 

outdoors) to meet your child’s needs. This 

will help us plan for their future learning 

and development. Alongside this we will be 

asking if you could send in some photos of 

your child showing the type of things they 

enjoy doing.  
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Happy New Year ! Welcome back to a very 

busy, fun packed half term!  We hope you all 

had a lovely relaxing family break. A special 

thank you for all of the lovely Christmas 

cards and gifts too. 

Early Literacy 

We would like to invite you into school during this 

half term to give you a little bit more information 

about how we teach your children early literacy 

skills. It is such a big part of the children’s learning 

in the initial stages, beginning in Nursery and  mov-

ing through to Year 2. A letter detailing this will 

follow shortly with dates for diaries.  

Colder weather 

The weather is very 

changeable at the 

moment. We would 

appreciate if you 

could send the chil-

dren into school (when the colder 

mornings are upon us) with hat, 

scarves and gloves which are clearly 

labelled as they will still be accessing 

the outdoor area. It’s great to see so 

many wellies in school too, if you have-

n't brought a pair in already  we ask if 

you possibly could so that your child 

can access the outside area in all 

weathers . Thank you. 



Resilience - Throughout school we are encouraging our children 

to become more resilient. Encourage your child to persevere with 

practising to fasten their coat, getting dressed on a morning, 

practising writing their name, using a fork to eat their dinner. I 

know we all lead very busy lives and I know myself as a Mum it 

sometimes is easier to help our children get dressed for example. 

Allowing our children to be challenged in all areas, will allow them 

to build upon their confidence and be successful. It’s okay for 

our children to experience failure, it is such an important part of 

their growth and developing resilience.   

Voluntary Contribution 

We will be continuing the weekly contribution of £1.00.This really 

does make a difference to the resources and activities we are able 

to provide for your child’s learning in Reception. Resources such as 

playdough ingredients, role play props and writing equipment for 

the writing area, have previously been purchased to make learning 

fun and exciting for the children.  We have recently purchased an 

igloo for the children to play in too. We would be extremely grate-

ful if you could continue to make this contribution. Envelopes for 

contributions will go out half termly. Thank you.  

Illness 

When your child is ill, please do not send them to 

school. We strongly recommend that children who 

have had sickness or diarrhoea should have 48 

hours off before returning to school. If your 

child is off school ill please ring school in the 

first morning of absence, leav-

ing a message with the school 

office staff or an answer phone 

message.  

(School number 01642 769942) 

Can anyone help? - Are you, or do 

you know anyone who is a tree        

surgeon/landscaper? We are looking 

for log cut offs, thick and thin to  

extend our outdoor area.  We will use 

these them to either sit on and read 

stories or make up our own, construct 

with, use for small world, write num-

bers or letters on – the possibilities 

are endless! Also we are looking for 

loose parts such as cable reels If you 

can help us in anyway please speak to 

any of the reception team – we look 

forward 

to hearing 

from you!  

Thank you. 
If you have any queries about anything at all concerning your child then please do not hesitate to come and talk to us 

and we will do our very best to help. We look forward to working with you in partnership this term. 

Reception Team  

Homework Children receive homework once a week. There are a 

choice of activities that the children can choose from or, if you wish, 

you can do them all. We all lead busy lives with activities the children 

may have, spending time as a family or work but if you can try to 

complete one piece of homework it really will make a difference to 

the children. Consolidating things learnt in class, learning something 

new, having some quality time completing a family activity together 

will help support the children in their learning.   


