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      Friday 10th July, 2020 
Home Learning During School Closure and Live Online Sessions 

 
Dear Parents/Carers,  
 
I have been approached by a number of parents regarding opportunities for live online sessions 
during the school closure and comments regarding why worksheets or workbooks were not 
given out. Apologies that I have not been in touch with you individually.  
 
When preparing for school closure in March, we had limited time to prepare and research for 
home learning. However, we chose Seesaw to be our key area of communication and liaison 
with children due to the positive things we had heard about it and the opportunity for feedback 
on a regular basis.  Seesaw also allowed families and children to be able to access work at times 
that suited their home life rather than the school stipulating when pupils should be doing their 
learning.  
 
Initially, we had been informed that schools were not able to use live online sessions and we 
were also worried that live communication such as some form of video conferencing could put 
undue pressure on children and parents trying to manage the resources and time they had 
available at home. We also were mindful of pupils’ positive mental health and wellbeing at this 
time. It would have been a barrier if some children did not have the appropriate technology to 
access this at home particularly at a time of financial uncertainty for some families.  
 
As a school, we prefer to plan learning that is fun, active and engaging. We do not use excessive 
worksheets or books as this is not our practice. We therefore also planned home learning 
activities that could be done practically, without technology and without excessive resources.  
 
Although government guidance revised information recently about all children returning to 
school prior to the end of term, and we would really love to see every child prior to the end of 
the term, we still do not have the room space or staffing to be able to do this. All our staff are 
currently working in year group or critical worker bubbles and the Dales Trust Health and 
Safety advice is that staff working in bubbles are not able to mix with other pupils who are not 
currently in the bubbles. We have, however, organised for staff to create a video to say goodbye 
to children and to introduce themselves to their new classes. This will be emailed to parents 
next week to show the children. I know that this does not compensate for face-to-face sessions 
but we hope it helps in some way. Our home learning for next week is also themed as ‘Looking 
Forward’. 
 
We cannot wait to welcome children back to school in September and are looking forward to a 
fresh start and positive time. We will do everything to ensure that children’s mental health and 
wellbeing is positive and that children enjoy their return to school. Further communication will 
come next week – please see today’s newsletter for additional information. 
 
Kind regards. 
Louise Probets 
Headteacher 


