
Our Reading Vision 
 

At St Francis of Assisi Primary School, we believe that reading is an essential life skill which underpins all 
other learning.  We aim to make our pupils fluent, confident and enthusiastic readers who have a passion 
for reading and see this as a lifelong journey.  Staff at our school value reading highly and do all they can to 
promote it in and out of the classroom.  Our school library is well-stocked, as are our classroom book areas, 
with a wide range of books written by modern and contemporary authors, world famous authors and 
authors from our literary heritage.  We share fiction, non-fiction and poetry books written in a variety of 
styles with our pupils and encourage them to read from a range of genres so that their reading experience 
is diverse and challenging.  All classes benefit from frequent time to read for pleasure: this could be through 
story time, book talk or quiet reading sessions. 
 

The Teaching of Reading at St Francis 
 

Reading is integrated into all curriculum areas so that it becomes an essential and fundamental part of the 
children’s learning.  Our English curriculum is text-based so that all English teaching units are centred 
around a book or a text, and writing opportunities are influenced and inspired by the text.  Books and texts 
have been carefully selected to offer a variety of reading opportunities and exposure to a range of high 
quality, engaging texts written by diverse authors and poets.  Texts and books often link to learning in other 
subjects too which gives our pupils a broader knowledge of the topics they are taught in school. 
 
In addition to English lessons, reading is also taught as a discrete subject across Key Stages One and Two.  
Guided Reading begins in KS1 and is developed throughout this phase and during LKS2.  These group 
reading sessions are taught by a teacher and develop the skills of information retrieval, inference, 
deduction, analysis and evaluation through use of a set of high-quality extracts and books.  In UKS2, pupils 
primarily engage in Whole Class Reading, an approach which means children spend longer studying a text, 
allowing for deeper analysis and exploration of texts, their key themes and meanings.   
 
As well as this, staff aim to hear pupils read on an individual basis as often as possible, based on their age 
and reading ability.  Younger pupils are heard read by an adult in school more regularly so that they can 
practise decoding and reading with fluency.  As pupils become more confident readers, they may not need 
to read individually to an adult as often at school, but it greatly benefits them to continue this at home. 
 
Early Reading Development 
We teach children to read using a variety of methods including synthetic phonic development and high 
frequency word recognition.  In Early Years and Year 1, we have devised our own daily teaching programme 
which follows the structure of the Letters and Sounds Programme but is supplemented and supported by 
a range of teaching materials from Jolly Phonics, Phonics Play, Floppy’s Phonics and Big Cat Phonics. We 
love to use Geraldine the Giraffe and our Passports of Sounds to help us learn the phonic sounds too!  
 
In the development of early sight reading, we teach Super Power Words which offers children a kinaesthetic 
and fun approach to learning high frequency words.  In Year 2, phonics and sight word teaching continues 
through a series of discrete lessons for all pupils, and small group sessions for pupils who have not met the 
expectations at the end of Year 1. 
We believe that book handling is a vital skill of reading and this is highly promoted in our Early Years 
classrooms, where pupils are taught to look through books meaningfully and with care.  Our book corners 
are important areas of our classrooms, and daily story time is engaging and exciting. 
 
Involvement at home 
We recognise and value our shared role with you in developing your child’s skills as a reader from reading 
aloud and sharing books to developing their understanding and skill in extracting information. In the 
Nursery, pupils and parents are invited to participate in the Home Loan system, where they are able to 



share story books from the classroom at home.  From Reception, all pupils will begin to bring home a 
reading book along with a Reading Record book (KS1) or Homework Diary (KS2).  These books are used to 
record reading and for adults to add constructive comments about the child’s reading.  We ask that children 
practise their reading at home as often as possible as we understand the positive impact of regular reading 
on a child’s progress. 
 
Pupils will bring books home from our reading scheme which is banded by colour to ensure a progression 
in reading skills.  Teachers will match the reading books to the level of phonic or reading ability of each 
child, based on ongoing assessments.   
 
We want our pupils to read for pleasure as well as for practice at school and at home, and so pupils may 
also bring home library books which are chosen by the child based on their own personal interests.  Our 
Reception pupils love to bring home a Reading Box to share with their families, which contains a book, a 
teddy and some hot chocolate.  We love to hear when families have enjoyed a library book together! 
 
Reading Resources 
The development of individual reading is supported by our own school graded, colour banded reading 
scheme which uses resources from a variety of published materials including: 

• Oxford Reading Tree 
• Floppy’s Phonics 
• Rigby Rockets 
• Big Cat Phonics 
• Rigby Star 
• Usbourne Books 
• Project X 
• Literature by familiar authors. 

 
This banding is linked to age related expectations and assessment of key reading skills. 
 
Separate books and texts are used within Guided Reading, Whole Class Reading and English lessons, all of 
which are carefully chosen to meet the needs of the class, the individual pupils within the class and the 
specific reading skills taught at each age group. 
 
Pupils in UKS2 have the additional advantage of having access to Reading Plus, an online reading 
comprehension programme which develops reading, vocabulary and comprehension skills at each pupil’s 
individual level.  This scheme is used at school and at home – our pupils love to move up through the levels! 
 
Our school library is usually open throughout the school day for individuals, groups or even whole classes 
to explore for new books and relax in for story time.  
 
Catch-Up Funding 
In 2021, following school closure due to COVID-19, our school has been provided with Catch-Up Funding 
from DfE. We are making use of this by expanding our range of banded books across KS2 and ensuring we 
have sufficient phonically decodable books in EYFS and KS1 so that all children can be reading books 
matched to their phonic level. We are also using this fund to make use of TAs to support specific children 
to read individually on a more regular basis and to purchase comprehension materials to support children 
who have fallen behind e.g. Reading Rocketeers. 
 


