
English Long Term Plan 
Year Two 

 

Autumn term 

Focus texts 
Don’t Cook Cinderella 

(Francesca Simon) 
On the way home 

(Jill Murphy) 
Memory Bottles 
(Beth Shoshan) 

The Letter to Father Christmas 
Dear Father Christmas 

A Letter to Santa 

Topic links PSHCE – new beginnings   Christmas 

Ongoing learning 
objectives to be taught 

throughout the year 

Speaking and Listening: In order to develop all areas of the English curriculum in Year 2, pupils should be given lots of opportunities to speak and listen in varying forms: through one to one discussion with peers and adults, 
to planned paired and group talk and the regular use of drama and role play to identify with an explore characters, deepening their understanding of what they read.  Teachers should give opportunities for pupils to learn 
and use new language and vocabulary in context and to encourage the understanding of the differences between spoken and written language.  Teachers should model discussion and encourage participation, including 
consideration of the opinions of others. Classroom activities should promote active listening.  
Reading: Pupils will use a range of skills: continue to use phonic skills to accurately blend words to read, until automatic decoding is embedded and reading is fluent; read an increasing number of the common exception 
words, words containing prefixes and suffixes taught at KS1 and words with two or more syllables, with this being fluent and automatic by the end of Year 2; read and re-read books matched to their phonic knowledge to 
build up their confidence and fluency, acknowledging where their reading does not make sense and self-correcting in an increasingly accurate and timely manner by the end of Year 2; continue to actively listen to a wide 
range of books and texts of varying genres and styles, understanding that some books are structured in different ways and can identify key aspects of texts; respond to books they have read or which have been read to them 
by making predictions, basic inferences, discussion, giving opinions and asking and answering retrieval questions at their level. 
Writing: Across all genres, pupils will demonstrate a range of writing skills: writing sequences of sentences related to a topic or to form a narrative piece, which are increasingly accurately punctuated (in the main) with the 
basic punctuation of capital letters, full stops, exclamation marks and question marks; accurately spelling an increasing number of words from the KS1 Spelling Appendix throughout the year, aiming for correct and consistent 
spelling of all KS1 common exception words by the end of the year; planning and writing pieces in a variety of styles and for a variety of purposes and audiences; proof-reading their own work to check for errors and to edit 
for simple revisions and improvements with increasing independence; forming all letters correctly and in line with the school handwriting policy and using appropriately sized spaces between words. 

Writing purposes Writing to inform Writing to entertain Writing to inform Writing to entertain 

Specific objectives to be 
taught within specific units 

Reading 

• Can identify key aspects of texts (rules: 
non-chronological order, imperative 
verbs, dos and don’ts) 

• Can summarise the events in a text using 
some language from the text 

• Can discuss my favourite words and 
phrases and their impact on the meaning 
in the text 
 

Writing 

• Can identify and use command 
sentences with imperative verbs 

• Can use exclamation marks to punctuate 
exclamatory sentences 

• Can use layout features associated with 
instructions and rules including Dos and 
Don’ts 

Reading 

• Increasingly familiar with, and can retell, 
a wider range of stories, fairy stories and 
traditional tales, through dialogue and 
drama 

• Can discuss the sequence of events in a 
story 

• Can identify key aspects of texts (plot) 

• Can discuss my favourite words and 
phrases and their impact on the meaning 
in the text 

• Can summarise the events in a text using 
some language from the text 

Writing 

• Can write a short, simple narrative, 
drawing on and using ideas from reading 

• Can use past tense  

• Can use simple expanded noun phrases 
to describe and specify 

• Can use some co-ordination (and, but, 
so) 

• Can use question marks and exclamation 
marks to punctuate questions and 
exclamatory sentences 

Reading 

• Can summarise the events in a text 
using some language from the text 

• Can justify personal responses to texts 

• Can discuss the sequence of events in a 
story and how items of information are 
related 

• Can discuss and clarify the meanings of 
words to understand texts further 

Writing 

• Can identity and use statement 
sentences and the correct punctuation 
within 

• Can write about real 
events/experiences, recording these 
simply and clearly 

• Can use simple expanded noun phrases 
to describe and specify 

• Can use some co-ordination (and, but, 
so) 

• Can use commas to separate items in a 
list 

• Can use past tense to write about an 
experience or event 

Reading 

• Can summarise the events in a text 
using some language from the text 

• Can identify key aspects of texts (plot) 

• Can justify personal responses to texts 

• Can discuss the sequence of events in a 
story and how items of information are 
related 

• Can discuss my favourite words and 
phrases and their impact on the 
meaning in the text 

Writing  

• Can write about real events, recording 
these simply and clearly 

• Can use the layout features associated 
with letters 

• Can use question marks to punctuate 
questions 

• Can use some co-ordination (and, but, 
so) 

• Can spell compound words created 
from two nouns (lighthouse) 

Writing opportunities Rules 
Character descriptions 

Additional pages/short narrative 
Lists 

Recounts 
Letters 

Approx. length of unit 2-3 weeks 3 weeks 2-3 weeks 2-3 weeks 

 



Spring term 

Focus texts 
The Owl who was afraid of the dark 
Information books about nocturnal 

animals 

Folk tales: Tiddalik; The Boy Who 
Cried Wolf; Stone Soup  

Tadpole’s Promise 
Information books about life cycles 

The Tunnel and other Anthony 
Browne stories 

Topic links Animals including humans (Science) 
PHSCE – care for others, telling the 

truth 
Life Cycles (Science)  

Ongoing learning 
objectives to be taught 

throughout the year 

Speaking and Listening: In order to develop all areas of the English curriculum in Year 2, pupils should be given lots of opportunities to speak and listen in varying forms: through one to one discussion with peers and adults, 
to planned paired and group talk and the regular use of drama and role play to identify with an explore characters, deepening their understanding of what they read.  Teachers should give opportunities for pupils to learn 
and use new language and vocabulary in context and to encourage the understanding of the differences between spoken and written language.  Teachers should model discussion and encourage participation, including 
consideration of the opinions of others. Classroom activities should promote active listening.  
Reading: Pupils will use a range of skills: continue to use phonic skills to accurately blend words to read, until automatic decoding is embedded and reading is fluent; read an increasing number of the common exception 
words, words containing prefixes and suffixes taught at KS1 and words with two or more syllables, with this being fluent and automatic by the end of Year 2; read and re-read books matched to their phonic knowledge to 
build up their confidence and fluency, acknowledging where their reading does not make sense and self-correcting in an increasingly accurate and timely manner by the end of Year 2; continue to actively listen to a wide 
range of books and texts of varying genres and styles, understanding that some books are structured in different ways and can identify key aspects of texts; respond to books they have read or which have been read to them 
by making predictions, basic inferences, discussion, giving opinions and asking and answering retrieval questions at their level. 
Writing: Across all genres, pupils will demonstrate a range of writing skills: writing sequences of sentences related to a topic or to form a narrative piece, which are increasingly accurately punctuated (in the main) with the 
basic punctuation of capital letters, full stops, exclamation marks and question marks; accurately spelling an increasing number of words from the KS1 Spelling Appendix throughout the year, aiming for correct and consistent 
spelling of all KS1 common exception words by the end of the year; planning and writing pieces in a variety of styles and for a variety of purposes and audiences; proof-reading their own work to check for errors and to edit 
for simple revisions and improvements with increasing independence; forming all letters correctly and in line with the school handwriting policy and using appropriately sized spaces between words. 

Writing purposes Writing to inform Writing to entertain Writing to inform Writing to entertain 

Specific objectives to be 
taught within specific units 

Reading 

• Can identify key aspects of texts 
(contents, index, glossary) 

• Can ask questions about texts to further 
my understanding 

• Can show my understanding of a book by 
answering questions about it 

• Can use age appropriate non-fiction texts 
to extract information 

Writing 

• Can write about real events/experiences, 
recording these simply and clearly 

• Can write for an increasing range of 
purposes and audiences 

• Can identity and use statement 
sentences and the correct punctuation 
within 

• Can use simple expanded noun phrases 
to describe and specify 

• Can use some co-ordination (and, but, 
so) 

• Can use some subordination (when, if, 
that, because) to link simple sentences 

• Can use commas to separate items in a 
list 

• Can use layout features associated with 
reports e.g. subheadings 

Reading 

• Increasingly familiar with, and can retell, 
a wider range of traditional tales 

• Can identify key aspects of texts 
(characters) 

• Can identify simple recurring literary 
language in stories and poetry 

• Can justify personal responses to texts 

• Can discuss the sequence of events in a 
story and how items of information are 
related, and summarise this 

• Can discuss my favourite words and 
phrases and their impact on the meaning 
in the text 

Writing 

• Can write a coherent narrative based on 
others’ experience with increasing 
independence 

• Can draw on and use ideas and 
vocabulary from reading and wider 
experiences 

• Can use an apostrophe correctly to show 
singular possession 

• Can use some co-ordination (and, but, 
so) 

• Can use some subordination (when, if, 
that, because) to link simple sentences 

• Can begin to use relative pronouns 
within noun phrases (The boy who… 

Reading 

• Can identify key aspects of texts 
(contents, index, glossary, headings 
etc.) 

• Can summarise the events in a text 
using some language from the text 

• Can ask questions about texts to 
further my understanding 

• Can show my understanding of a book 
by answering questions about it 

• Can use age appropriate non-fiction 
texts to extract information 

Writing 

• Can write for an increasing range of 
purposes and audiences 

• Can write about real 
events/experiences, recording these 
simply and clearly 

• Can use layout features associated with 
recounts e.g. simple flow charts 

• Can use simple expanded noun phrases 
to describe and specify 

• Can use some co-ordination (and, but, 
so) 

• Can use some subordination (when, if, 
that, because) to link simple sentences 

Reading 

• Can retell a wider range of stories 

• Can summarise the events in a text 
using some language from the text 

• Can identify key aspects of texts 
(characters, settings and plot) 

• Can justify personal responses to texts 

• Can discuss the sequence of events in a 
story and how items of information are 
related 

• Can compare texts by the same author 
Writing 

• Can write a coherent narrative based on 
own or others’ experience with 
increasing independence 

• Can draw on and use ideas and 
vocabulary from reading and wider 
experiences 

• Can use past and present tense  

• Can use an apostrophe correctly to 
show singular possession 

• Can use some co-ordination (and, but, 
so) 

• Can use some subordination (when, if, 
that, because) to link simple sentences 

• Can use simple expanded noun phrases 
to describe and specify 

• Can spell compound words created 
from two nouns (lighthouse) 

Writing opportunities Reports on animals for CBeebies Adapting familiar tales Recounts linked to Science Adventure stories 

Approx. length of unit 3 weeks 3 weeks 3 weeks 3 weeks 



Summer term 

Focus texts 
George’s Marvellous Medicine 

Instructional texts 
Mr Benn 

Florence Nightingale & other books 
about significant individuals 

Nonsense poems: Revolting Rhymes; 
The Ning, Nang, Nong  

Topic links   Significant individuals (History)  

Ongoing learning 
objectives to be taught 

throughout the year 

Speaking and Listening: In order to develop all areas of the English curriculum in Year 2, pupils should be given lots of opportunities to speak and listen in varying forms: through one to one discussion with peers and adults, 
to planned paired and group talk and the regular use of drama and role play to identify with an explore characters, deepening their understanding of what they read.  Teachers should give opportunities for pupils to learn 
and use new language and vocabulary in context and to encourage the understanding of the differences between spoken and written language.  Teachers should model discussion and encourage participation, including 
consideration of the opinions of others. Classroom activities should promote active listening.  
Reading: Pupils will use a range of skills: continue to use phonic skills to accurately blend words to read, until automatic decoding is embedded and reading is fluent; read an increasing number of the common exception 
words, words containing prefixes and suffixes taught at KS1 and words with two or more syllables, with this being fluent and automatic by the end of Year 2; read and re-read books matched to their phonic knowledge to 
build up their confidence and fluency, acknowledging where their reading does not make sense and self-correcting in an increasingly accurate and timely manner by the end of Year 2; continue to actively listen to a wide 
range of books and texts of varying genres and styles, understanding that some books are structured in different ways and can identify key aspects of texts; respond to books they have read or which have been read to them 
by making predictions, basic inferences, discussion, giving opinions and asking and answering retrieval questions at their level. 
Writing: Across all genres, pupils will demonstrate a range of writing skills: writing sequences of sentences related to a topic or to form a narrative piece, which are increasingly accurately punctuated (in the main) with the 
basic punctuation of capital letters, full stops, exclamation marks and question marks; accurately spelling an increasing number of words from the KS1 Spelling Appendix throughout the year, aiming for correct and consistent 
spelling of all KS1 common exception words by the end of the year; planning and writing pieces in a variety of styles and for a variety of purposes and audiences; proof-reading their own work to check for errors and to edit 
for simple revisions and improvements with increasing independence; forming all letters correctly and in line with the school handwriting policy and using appropriately sized spaces between words. 

Writing purposes Writing to inform Writing to entertain Writing to inform Writing to entertain 

Specific objectives to be 
taught within specific units 

Reading 

• Can summarise the events in a text using 
some language from the text 

• Can identify key aspects of a text 
(instructions: numbers, layout and 
language)  

• Can use age appropriate non-fiction texts 
to extract information 

• Can show my understanding of a 
book/text by answering questions about 
it 

Writing 

• Can write for an increasing range of 
purposes and audiences 

• Can use layout features associated with 
instructions including numbers  

• Can identify and use command 
sentences with imperative verbs 

• Can use exclamation marks to punctuate 
exclamatory sentences 

• Can use some co-ordination (and, but, 
so) 

• Can spell compound words created from 
two nouns (lighthouse) 

Reading 

• Increasingly familiar with, and can retell, 
a wider range of stories and can 
retell/summarise these 

• Can identify key aspects of texts: settings 

• Can identify simple recurring literary 
language in stories and poetry 

• Can discuss my favourite words and 
phrases and their impact on the meaning 
in the text 

• Can discuss the sequence of events in a 
story and how items of information are 
related 

• Compare stories with same character 
Writing 

• Can write a coherent narrative based on 
own or others’ experience with 
increasing independence, describing 
settings in detail 

• Can use simple expanded noun phrases 
to describe and specify 

• Can draw on and use ideas and 
vocabulary from reading and wider 
experiences 

• Can use past and present tense  

• Can use an apostrophe correctly to show 
singular possession 

• Can begin to use -er and -est to form 
comparative and superlative adjectives 

Reading 

• Can identify key aspects of texts 
(contents, index, glossary) 

• Can use age appropriate non-fiction 
texts to extract information 

• Can ask questions about texts to 
further my understanding 

• Can discuss and clarify the meanings of 
words to understand texts further 

• Know that non-fiction books can be 
structured in different ways 

• I can choose books to read based on 
my preference of genres and content 

Writing 

• Can write for an increasing range of 
purposes and audiences 

• Can write about real 
events/experiences, recording these 
simply and clearly 

• Can use layout features associated with 
non-chronological reports 

• Can use simple expanded noun phrases 
to describe and specify 

• Can use some co-ordination (and, but, 
so) 

• Can use some subordination (when, if, 
that, because) to link simple sentences 

• Can use commas to separate items in a 
list 

Reading 

• Build up a repertoire of poems known by 
heart, reciting with appropriate intonation 

• Can identify simple recurring literary 
language in stories and poetry 

• Can discuss my favourite words and 
phrases and their impact on the meaning 
in the text 

• Can discuss and clarify the meanings of 
words to understand texts further 

• Can justify personal responses to texts 

• Can compare poems by the same poet 

• Can read poems with an appropriate rate 
and rhythm 

Writing 

• Can write poetry and can read this 
aloud with increasing tone and pace 

• Can read my work out loud with 
appropriate intonation to make the 
meaning clear 

• Can write for an increasing range of 
purposes and audiences 

• Can begin to use language to create 
an effect 

• Can use layout features associated 
with poetry 

• Can begin to use relative pronouns 
within noun phrases (where the 
cows go bong) 

Writing opportunities 
Instructions (potion making plus links to 

DT?) 
Short stories Non-chronological reports Nonsense poems 

Approx. length of unit 2-3 weeks 3 weeks 3 weeks 2 weeks 

 
 


