
English Long Term Plan 
Year Three 

 

Autumn term 

Focus texts 
Stone Age Boy  

Ug 
A Street Through Time A Stone Age Hunter A boy called Christmas 

Topic links History – Stone Age to Iron Age Christmas 

Ongoing learning 
objectives to be taught 

throughout the year 

Speaking and Listening: Specific requirements for pupils to discuss what they are learning and to develop their wider skills in spoken language form part of this programme of study. In years 3 and 4, pupils should become 
more familiar with and confident in using language in a greater variety of situations, for a variety of audiences and purposes, including through drama, formal presentations and debate.  
Reading: Pupils will use a range of skills: being able to read and decode lots of words outside of their spoken vocabulary, using the context of a sentence to read unfamiliar words and self-correcting where they hear they 
have read incorrectly; able to read simple chapter books at an appropriate level independently and choosing their own texts, sometimes with support; being able to read for a range of purposes and demonstrate 
engagement with reading for longer periods of time; engage and respond to texts by discussing, summarising and answering questions based on literal content, inference and prediction, talking about their preferences and 
opinions about books and texts; being an active participant in discussions with a group of other Y3 pupils and an adult and giving some written responses to books and texts they have read. 
Writing: Across all genres, pupils will demonstrate a range of writing skills: planning orally and using modelled examples, draft and write for a wider range of purposes and audiences, proof-reading writing for errors in 
spelling, punctuation and grammar at a Year 3 level and making basic suggestions for improvements; being able to read their own work aloud to others in an audible and clear voice; using punctuation taught at previous year 
groups accurately; maintaining the correct tense throughout a piece of writing, showing a growing confidence with this over the course of a year; spelling all words taught at KS1 correctly and developing their ability to spell 
words from the Year 3/4 list and spelling syllabus with increasing accuracy over the year; using a neat, joined handwriting style most of the time in lie with the school’s handwriting policy, ensuring ascenders and descenders 
are correctly positioned and writing is spaced evenly and not squashed together. 

Writing purposes Writing to entertain Writing to inform Writing to inform Writing to entertain 

Specific objectives to be 
taught within specific units 

Reading 

• Can read simple chapter books, at an 
appropriate level, independently and 
silently at times 

• Am familiar with a wide range of books 
and can retell these at an appropriate 
level 

• Can give simple explanations of authors’ 
language choices 

• Can begin to make simple connections 
between texts 

Writing 

• Can understand when to use ‘a’ or ‘an’ 
before a noun or adjective  

• Can make some deliberate word choices 
to add detail 

• Begin to use a range of conjunctions to 
link my ideas and sentences (and, but, 
so, because when, if, that, next, after 
that, later) 

• Can begin to use ideas from reading and 
modelled examples to plan my writing 

• Can create settings, characters and plots 
at a basic level 

• Can maintain the correct tense 
throughout a piece of writing 

Reading 

• Can use a dictionary to check the 
meanings of words they have read 

• Can identify the main ideas drawn from 
a paragraph and summarise this 

• Can retrieve and record information 
from non-fiction texts (at an appropriate 
level) 

• Can identify language, structural and 
presentational features of books and 
discuss how they contribute to the 
meaning 

Writing 

• Can start to use paragraphs to organise 
my writing to group related material 
together    

• Can understand when to use ‘a’ or ‘an’ 
before a noun or adjective  

• Can demonstrate a developing 
understanding of purpose and audience 

• Can begin to use the structure of a wider 
range of text types including simple 
layout devices in non-fiction (non-chron 
reports) 

• Can use headings and sub-headings in 
non-fiction texts 

Reading 

• Can read books which are structured in 
different ways 

• Can use a dictionary to check the 
meanings of words they have read 

• Can retrieve and record information 
from non-fiction texts (at an appropriate 
level) 

• Can identify language, structural and 
presentational features of books and 
discuss how they contribute to the 
meaning 

Writing 

• Can make some deliberate word choices 
to add detail, including technical 
language 

• Can demonstrate a developing 
understanding of purpose and audience 
(for explanations) 

• Can begin to use subordinate clauses to 
add detail to my sentences 

• Can write about time and cause using 
appropriate vocabulary (before, after, 
so, because, then, next, soon, therefore) 

• Can begin to use the structure of a 
wider range of text types including 
simple layout devices in non-fiction 
(explanation) 

Reading 

• Can give simple explanations of authors’ 
language choices 

• Can identify the main ideas draw from a 
paragraph and summarise this 

• Can discuss words and phrases from the 
text which engage the reader and 
capture the imagination 

• Can begin to identify themes within 
books e.g. good vs evil, use of magic 

Writing 

• Can make some deliberate word 
choices to add detail, including 
expanded noun phrases 

• Can use a range of conjunctions to link 
my ideas and sentences (and, but, so, 
because when, if, that, next, after that, 
later) 

• Can begin to use ideas from reading and 
modelled examples to plan my writing 

• Can create settings, characters and 
plots at a basic level 

• Understands that stories have a 
beginning, middle and end and can 
write sections of these 

• Can begin to use inverted commas to 
demarcate direct speech 

• Can maintain the correct tense 
throughout a piece of writing 

Writing opportunities 
Setting descriptions 

Short stories with historical settings 
Non-chronological reports Explanations Fantasy stories 

Approx. length of unit 3 weeks 3 weeks 3 weeks 4 weeks 



Spring term 

Focus texts Horrid Henry Flood The Iron Man 
Robert Louis Stevenson poems 

My Shadow 

Topic links PSHCE PSHCE 
DT – Mechanical systems 

History – Iron Age 
Science – Light and Shadows 

Ongoing learning 
objectives to be taught 

throughout the year 

Speaking and Listening: Specific requirements for pupils to discuss what they are learning and to develop their wider skills in spoken language form part of this programme of study. In years 3 and 4, pupils should become 
more familiar with and confident in using language in a greater variety of situations, for a variety of audiences and purposes, including through drama, formal presentations and debate.  
Reading: Pupils will use a range of skills: being able to read and decode lots of words outside of their spoken vocabulary, using the context of a sentence to read unfamiliar words and self-correcting where they hear they 
have read incorrectly; able to read simple chapter books at an appropriate level independently and choosing their own texts, sometimes with support; being able to read for a range of purposes and demonstrate 
engagement with reading for longer periods of time; engage and respond to texts by discussing, summarising and answering questions based on literal content, inference and prediction, talking about their preferences and 
opinions about books and texts; being an active participant in discussions with a group of other Y3 pupils and an adult and giving some written responses to books and texts they have read. 
Writing: Across all genres, pupils will demonstrate a range of writing skills: planning orally and using modelled examples, draft and write for a wider range of purposes and audiences, proof-reading writing for errors in 
spelling, punctuation and grammar at a Year 3 level and making basic suggestions for improvements; being able to read their own work aloud to others in an audible and clear voice; using punctuation taught at previous year 
groups accurately; maintaining the correct tense throughout a piece of writing, showing a growing confidence with this over the course of a year; spelling all words taught at KS1 correctly and developing their ability to spell 
words from the Year 3/4 list and spelling syllabus with increasing accuracy over the year; using a neat, joined handwriting style most of the time in lie with the school’s handwriting policy, ensuring ascenders and descenders 
are correctly positioned and writing is spaced evenly and not squashed together. 

Writing purposes Writing to entertain Writing to persuade Writing to inform Writing to entertain 

Specific objectives to be 
taught within specific units 

Reading 

• Can read simple chapter books, at an 
appropriate level, independently and 
silently  
Become familiar with a wide range of 
books and can retell these at an 
appropriate level 

• Can give simple explanations of authors’ 
language choices 

• Can begin to make simple connections 
between texts 

• Can begin to identify themes within 
books e.g. good vs evil, use of magic 

Writing 

• Can create settings, characters and plots 
at a basic level 

• Can begin to write narratives with a 
beginning, middle and end and with a 
coherent plot, with adult support to 
structure each part 

• Can make some deliberate word choices 
to add detail which link to reading 

• Can use a range of conjunctions to link 
my ideas and sentences (and, but, so, 
because when, if, that, next, after that, 
later) 

• Can begin to use ideas from reading and 
modelled examples to plan my writing 

• Can continue to use inverted commas to 
demarcate direct speech 

• Can maintain the correct tense 
throughout a piece of writing 

Reading 

• Can identify language, structural and 
presentational features of books and 
discuss how they contribute to the 
meaning 

• Can begin to identify conventions of 
different text genres 

• Can identify the main ideas draw from a 
paragraph and summarise this 

• Can actively participate in discussions 
about books at a Year 3 appropriate 
level 

• Can begin to give some written 
responses to my reading 

Writing 

• Can make some deliberate word choices 
to add detail, including persuasive 
language 

• Can continue to use subordinate clauses 
to add detail to my sentences 

• Can begin to use the structure of a wider 
range of text types including simple 
layout devices in non-fiction (letters) 

• Can write about time and cause using 
appropriate vocabulary (before, after, 
so, because, then, next, soon, therefore) 

• Can continue to use paragraphs to 
organise my writing to group related 
material together    

• Can demonstrate a developing 
understanding of purpose and audience 
(for persuasion) 

Reading 

• Can read for a range of purposes 

• Can read texts structured in different 
ways 

• Can identify the main ideas drawn from 
a paragraph and summarise this 

• Can retrieve and record information 
from non-fiction texts (at an 
appropriate level) 

• Can identify language, structural and 
presentational features of books and 
discuss how they contribute to the 
meaning 

Writing 

• Can rehearse orally for writing 

• Can begin to use the structure of a 
wider range of text types including 
simple layout devices in non-fiction 
(newspaper reports) 

• Can make some deliberate word 
choices to add detail 

• Can demonstrate a developing 
understanding of purpose and 
audience (for newspapers) 

• Can maintain the correct tense 
throughout a piece of writing 

• I can write about time, place and cause 
using appropriate vocabulary  

• Can continue to use paragraphs to 
organise my writing to group related 
material together    

Reading 

• Can prepare poems and play scripts to 
read aloud and perform showing simple 
understanding through intonation, tone 
and volume 

• Can begin to identify conventions of 
different text genres 

• Can discuss words and phrases from the 
text which engage the reader and capture 
the imagination 

• Can give simple explanations of authors’ 
language choices 

Writing 

• Can prepare, write and perform my own 
poems 

• Can make some deliberate word choices 
to add detail 

• Can demonstrate a developing 
understanding of purpose and audience 
(for poetry) 

• Can begin to use the structure of a wider 
range of text types including simple layout 
devices in poetry 

Writing opportunities Short stories Letters of persuasion Newspaper reports Poems based on topic work or reading 

Approx. length of unit 3 weeks 3 weeks 3 weeks 2 weeks 



Summer term 

Focus texts Journey to Jo’Burg Charlie and the Chocolate Factory 

Topic links Geography - Africa DT – Food technology 

Ongoing learning 
objectives to be taught 

throughout the year 

Speaking and Listening: Specific requirements for pupils to discuss what they are learning and to develop their wider skills in spoken language form part of this programme of study. In years 3 and 4, pupils should become 
more familiar with and confident in using language in a greater variety of situations, for a variety of audiences and purposes, including through drama, formal presentations and debate.  
Reading: Pupils will use a range of skills: being able to read and decode lots of words outside of their spoken vocabulary, using the context of a sentence to read unfamiliar words and self-correcting where they hear they 
have read incorrectly; able to read simple chapter books at an appropriate level independently and choosing their own texts, sometimes with support; being able to read for a range of purposes and demonstrate 
engagement with reading for longer periods of time; engage and respond to texts by discussing, summarising and answering questions based on literal content, inference and prediction, talking about their preferences and 
opinions about books and texts; being an active participant in discussions with a group of other Y3 pupils and an adult and giving some written responses to books and texts they have read. 
Writing: Across all genres, pupils will demonstrate a range of writing skills: planning orally and using modelled examples, draft and write for a wider range of purposes and audiences, proof-reading writing for errors in 
spelling, punctuation and grammar at a Year 3 level and making basic suggestions for improvements; being able to read their own work aloud to others in an audible and clear voice; using punctuation taught at previous year 
groups accurately; maintaining the correct tense throughout a piece of writing, showing a growing confidence with this over the course of a year; spelling all words taught at KS1 correctly and developing their ability to spell 
words from the Year 3/4 list and spelling syllabus with increasing accuracy over the year; using a neat, joined handwriting style most of the time in lie with the school’s handwriting policy, ensuring ascenders and descenders 
are correctly positioned and writing is spaced evenly and not squashed together.  

Writing purposes Writing to inform Writing to entertain Writing to inform Writing to persuade 

Specific objectives to be 
taught within specific units 

Reading 

• Can use a dictionary to check the 
meanings of words they have read 

• Can identify the main ideas drawn from a 
paragraph and summarise this 

• Can retrieve and record information 
from non-fiction texts (at an appropriate 
level) 

• Can identify language, structural and 
presentational features of books and 
discuss how they contribute to the 
meaning 

Writing 

• Can use paragraphs to organise my 
writing to group related material 
together    

• Can understand when to use ‘a’ or ‘an’ 
before a noun or adjective  

• Can demonstrate a developing 
understanding of purpose and audience 

• Can begin to use the structure of a wider 
range of text types including simple 
layout devices in non-fiction (digital 
reports) 

• Can use headings and sub-headings in 
non-fiction texts with sounds, texts and 
graphics 

 

Reading 

• Can give simple explanations of authors’ 
language choices 

• Can begin to make simple connections 
between and within texts 

• Can begin to identify themes within 
books e.g. good vs evil, use of magic  

• Can identify the main ideas drawn from 
a paragraph and summarise this 

• Can discuss words and phrases from the 
text which engage the reader and 
capture the imagination 

Writing 

• Can create settings, characters and plots 
at a basic level 

• Can write narratives with a beginning, 
middle and end and with a coherent 
plot, with adult support to structure 
each part 

• Can make some deliberate word choices 
to add detail which link to reading 

• Can use a range of conjunctions to link 
my ideas and sentences (and, but, so, 
because when, if, that, next, after that, 
later) 

• Can use inverted commas to demarcate 
direct speech 

• Can maintain the correct tense 
throughout a piece of writing  

• Can use the present perfect verb form 

Reading 

• Can read for a range of purposes 

• Can identify language, structural and 
presentational features of books and 
discuss how they contribute to the 
meaning 

• Can begin to identify conventions of 
different text genres 

• Can read texts which are structured in 
different ways 

• Can give simple explanations of 
authors’ language choices 

Writing 

• Can demonstrate a developing 
understanding of purpose and 
audience 

• Can begin to use the structure of a 
wider range of text types including 
simple layout devices in non-fiction 
(instructions/recipes) 

• Can write about time using appropriate 
vocabulary (first, before, after, while, 
then, next, during, finally) 

• Can make some deliberate word 
choices to add detail or to show 
precision 

 

Reading 

• Can identify language, structural and 
presentational features of books and 
discuss how they contribute to the 
meaning 

• Can begin to identify conventions of 
different text genres 

• Can identify the main ideas draw from a 
paragraph and summarise this 

• Can actively participate in discussions 
about books at a Year 3 appropriate level 

• Can begin to give some written responses 
to my reading 

Writing 

• Can make some deliberate word choices 
to add detail, including persuasive 
language and playing with 
language/words, and using vocabulary for 
precision 

• Can begin to use the structure of a wider 
range of text types including simple layout 
devices in non-fiction (adverts) 

• Can demonstrate a developing 
understanding of purpose and audience 
(for persuasion) 

• Can read my work out to a group with 
growing confidence and make sure it 
sounds interesting and can be heard by 
others 

• Can present my work to others verbally or 
in written format 

Writing opportunities Reports (Digital presentations) Short stories linked to class reader Instructions (recipes) Adverts for chocolate bars or food 

Approx. length of unit 3 weeks 4 weeks 2-3 weeks 2-3 weeks 

 
 


