
English Long Term Plan - Year Four 
 

Autumn term 

Focus texts The boy at the back of the class Malala’s Magic Pencil One Boy’s War Grandpa Christmas 

Topic links Geography – Is Ingleby Barwick a good place to live? (link to refugees) RE – What kind of world did Jesus want? 

Ongoing learning 
objectives to be taught 

throughout the year 

Speaking and Listening: Specific requirements for pupils to discuss what they are learning and to develop their wider skills in spoken language form part of this programme of study. In years 3 and 4, pupils should become more 
familiar with, and confident in, using language in a greater variety of situations, for a variety of audiences and purposes, including through drama, formal presentations and debate. They should be hearing and learning new 
language and grammatical structures and discussing these. 
Reading: Pupils will use a range of skills through English lessons and Guided Reading: apply knowledge of most root words, prefixes and suffixes to construct meanings of new words; read all of the Y3/4 common exception 
words by the end of Y4; use a range of reading skills to read unfamiliar and longer words, including using the context of the sentence and self-correcting; read increasingly longer texts including chapter books and for a range of 
purposes; demonstrate engagement with reading through a wider choice of books and texts and reading for sustained periods of time; demonstrate a good understanding of the texts they read by answering retrieval questions 
at increasingly difficult levels and discussing characters’ actions and thoughts through prediction, inference and summarising tasks; actively  participate in discussions about texts and begin to record responses to books and 
texts they have read and studied.  
Writing: Across all genres, pupils will demonstrate a range of writing skills: use the punctuation and spelling taught at previous year groups to write with basic accuracy; spell words from the Year 3/4 spelling appendix and 
word list with increasing accuracy, with the majority or all of the words being spelled correctly by the end of Year 4; plan writing tasks both orally and in written forms with some guidance from adults and with an increasing 
awareness of audience and purpose; draft and write pieces in various forms and for varying purposes and audiences, checking written work for spelling and punctuation errors and editing to improve in terms of mistakes and 
improvements to grammar and language choices; use a consistent neat and joined handwriting style, holding their pen correctly and forming all letters accurately 

Writing purposes Writing to entertain Writing to inform Writing to entertain Writing to persuade 

Specific objectives to be 
taught within specific units 

Reading 

• Can demonstrate positive attitudes to 
reading by listening to and discussing a 
wider range of fiction 

• Can generally comment on language, its 
effect and impact, which describes, creates 
mood and builds tension 

• Can actively participate in discussions 
about books and maintain a focussed 
approach 

• Can identify themes within books and 
select information to support views 

Writing 

• Can make my writing interesting by adding 
adjectives and other descriptive methods 
such as expanded noun phrases 

• Can use an adverbial phrase at the start of 
a sentence with commas following 
adverbials 

• Can plan my writing by discussing examples 
from other writers that I like, looking at 
their use of sentence structure, use of 
vocabulary and grammar 

• Can draft and write work that creates some 
detailed settings, characters and plots 

• Can use paragraphs to organise my writing 
so that blocks of text flow and ideas are 
grouped together  

Reading 

• Can actively participate in discussions 
about books and maintain a focus 

• Can read books which are structured in 
different ways and discuss their 
differences (biographies) 

• Can give reasoned explanations of 
authors’ language choices 

• Can give written responses to my 
reading using some detail 

• Can ask questions to improve my 
understanding of a text 

• Can retrieve and record information 
from non-fiction texts (at an appropriate 
level) and using organisational features 
e.g. index 

Writing 

• Can use apostrophes to mark plural 
possession e.g. the girls’ names, and in 
words with irregular plurals, and explain 
the difference between plural & 
possessive s 

• Can organise my non-narrative writing 
so that it has headings and sub-headings 

• Can use conjunctions, adverbs and 
prepositions to show time, place and 
cause 

• Can use a mixture of pronouns and 
nouns within my writing to aid continuity 
and avoid repetition 

Reading 

• Can demonstrate positive attitudes to 
reading by listening to/discussing a 
wider range of fiction 

• Can generally comment on language, its 
effect and impact, which 
describes/creates mood  

• Can actively participate in discussions 
about books and maintain a focussed 
approach 

• Can read books which are structured in 
different ways and discuss their 
differences (letters) 

• Can give reasoned explanations of 
authors’ language choices 

• Can ask questions to improve my 
understanding of a text 

Writing 

• Can adapt my writing depending on the 
audience and purpose of the piece 
(letters) 

• Can use the layout features associated 
with the text type (letters) 

• Can use paragraphs to organise my 
writing so that blocks of text flow and 
ideas are grouped together   

• Can make my writing interesting by 
adding adjectives and other descriptive 
methods such as expanded noun 
phrases 

Reading 

• Can actively participate in discussions 
about books and maintain a focus 

• Can read books/texts which are 
structured in different ways and discuss 
their differences 

• Can give reasoned explanations of 
authors’ language choices 

• Can give written responses to my 
reading using some detail 

• Can identify conventions of different 
text genres and discuss these 
(campaigns) 

Writing 

• Can adapt my writing depending on the 
audience and purpose of the piece 
(campaign) using the language of 
persuasion 

• Can use paragraphs to organise my 
writing so that blocks of text flow and 
ideas are grouped together   

• Can use persuasive techniques to 
express opinions 

• Can use correct Standard English verb 
inflections e.g. we were rather than we 
was 

• Can read my work out to a group with 
confidence and make sure it sounds 
interesting, controlling the tone and 
volume so that its meaning is clear 

Writing opportunities Contemporary stories Biography Fictional and real-life fiction letters Campaign 

Approx. length of unit 4-5 weeks 3-4 weeks 3 weeks 3-4 weeks 



Spring term 

Focus texts The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane The Diary of Pig 
Fairy tale unit: The True Story of the Three Little 

Pigs; The Egyptian Cinderella 

Topic links   History – Ancient Egypt 

Ongoing learning 
objectives to be taught 

throughout the year 

Speaking and Listening: Specific requirements for pupils to discuss what they are learning and to develop their wider skills in spoken language form part of this programme of study. In years 3 and 4, pupils should become more 
familiar with, and confident in, using language in a greater variety of situations, for a variety of audiences and purposes, including through drama, formal presentations and debate. They should be hearing and learning new 
language and grammatical structures and discussing these. 
Reading: Pupils will use a range of skills through English lessons and Guided Reading: apply knowledge of most root words, prefixes and suffixes to construct meanings of new words; read all of the Y3/4 common exception 
words by the end of Y4; use a range of reading skills to read unfamiliar and longer words, including using the context of the sentence and self-correcting; read increasingly longer texts including chapter books and for a range of 
purposes; demonstrate engagement with reading through a wider choice of books and texts and reading for sustained periods of time; demonstrate a good understanding of the texts they read by answering retrieval questions 
at increasingly difficult levels and discussing characters’ actions and thoughts through prediction, inference and summarising tasks; actively participate in discussions about texts and begin to record responses to books and 
texts they have read and studied.  
Writing: Across all genres, pupils will demonstrate a range of writing skills: use the punctuation and spelling taught at previous year groups to write with basic accuracy; spell words from the Year 3/4 spelling appendix and 
word list with increasing accuracy, with the majority or all of the words being spelled correctly by the end of Year 4; plan writing tasks both orally and in written forms with some guidance from adults and with an increasing 
awareness of audience and purpose; draft and write pieces in various forms and for varying purposes and audiences, checking written work for spelling and punctuation errors and editing to improve in terms of mistakes and 
improvements to grammar and language choices; use a consistent neat and joined handwriting style, holding their pen correctly and forming all letters accurately 

Writing purposes Writing to entertain Writing to inform Writing to entertain 

Specific objectives to be 
taught within specific units 

Reading 

• Can identify conventions of different text genres and 
discuss these 

• Can demonstrate positive attitudes to reading by listening 
to and discussing a wider range of fiction 

• Can generally comment on language, its effect and impact, 
which describes, creates mood and builds tension  

• Can give reasoned explanations of authors’ language 
choices 

• Can actively participate in discussions about books and 
maintain a focussed approach 

 
Writing 

• Can make my writing interesting by adding adjectives and 
other descriptive methods such as expanded noun phrases 

• Can use an adverb phrase at the start of a sentence with 
commas following adverbials 

• Can plan my writing by discussing examples from other 
writers that I like, looking at their use of sentence structure, 
use of vocabulary and grammar 

• Can draft and write work that creates more detailed 
settings, characters and plots 

• Can use paragraphs to organise my writing so that blocks of 
text flow and ideas are grouped together  

• Can use inverted commas and some other punctuation to 
demarcate direct speech  

• Can use subordinating conjunctions (A WHITE BUS) to add 
simple clauses to the beginnings of sentences 

Reading 

• Can identify conventions of different text genres and 
discuss these (diaries) 

• Can identify language, structural and presentational 
features of books and discuss how they contribute to 
the meaning 

• Can read books which are structured in different ways 
and discuss their differences 

• Can give reasoned explanations of authors’ language 
choices 

• Can identify themes within books and select information 
to support views 

 
Writing 

• Can adapt my writing depending on the audience and 
purpose of the piece (diaries) 

• Can use paragraphs to organise my writing so that 
blocks of text flow and ideas are grouped together   

• Can make my writing interesting by adding adjectives 
and other descriptive methods such as expanded noun 
phrases 

• Can use conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions to show 
time, place and cause 

• Can use the layout features associated with the text 
type (diaries) 

• Can use a mixture of pronouns and nouns within my 
writing to aid continuity and avoid repetition 

• SENSES 
 
 
 

Reading 

• Can make simple connections between texts and 
describe these 

• Can identify conventions of different text genres and 
discuss these (fairy tale language and structure) 

• Am familiar with a wider range of books, including fairy 
stories, myths and legends and can retell these at an 
appropriate level 

• Can identify language, structural and presentational 
features of books and discuss how they contribute to the 
meaning 

• Can identify themes within books and select information 
to support views 

 
Writing 

• Can make my writing interesting by adding adjectives and 
other descriptive methods such as expanded noun 
phrases 

• Can use an adverb phrase at the start of a sentence with 
commas following adverbials 

• Can plan my writing by discussing examples from other 
writers that I like, looking at their use of sentence 
structure, use of vocabulary and grammar 

• Can draft and write work that creates more detailed 
settings, characters and plots 

• Can write narratives with a clear beginning, middle and 
end and with a coherent plot 

• Can use paragraphs to organise my writing so that blocks 
of text flow and ideas are grouped together  

• Can use inverted commas and other punctuation to 
demarcate direct speech 

Writing opportunities Adventure stories Diaries Twisted fairy tales 

Approx. length of unit 4 weeks 3 weeks 4 weeks 



Summer term 

Focus texts Secrets of a Sun-King by Emma Carroll 
I am the seed that grew the tree 

(poetry book) 

Topic links History - Ancient Egypt  

Ongoing learning 
objectives to be taught 

throughout the year 

Speaking and Listening: Specific requirements for pupils to discuss what they are learning and to develop their wider skills in spoken language form part of this programme of study. In years 3 and 4, pupils should become more 
familiar with, and confident in, using language in a greater variety of situations, for a variety of audiences and purposes, including through drama, formal presentations and debate. They should be hearing and learning new 
language and grammatical structures and discussing these. 
Reading: Pupils will use a range of skills through English lessons and Guided Reading: apply knowledge of most root words, prefixes and suffixes to construct meanings of new words; read all of the Y3/4 common exception 
words by the end of Y4; use a range of reading skills to read unfamiliar and longer words, including using the context of the sentence and self-correcting; read increasingly longer texts including chapter books and for a range of 
purposes; demonstrate engagement with reading through a wider choice of books and texts and reading for sustained periods of time; demonstrate a good understanding of the texts they read by answering retrieval questions 
at increasingly difficult levels and discussing characters’ actions and thoughts through prediction, inference and summarising tasks; actively participate in discussions about texts and begin to record responses to books and 
texts they have read and studied.  
Writing: Across all genres, pupils will demonstrate a range of writing skills: use the punctuation and spelling taught at previous year groups to write with basic accuracy; spell words from the Year 3/4 spelling appendix and 
word list with increasing accuracy, with the majority or all of the words being spelled correctly by the end of Year 4; plan writing tasks both orally and in written forms with some guidance from adults and with an increasing 
awareness of audience and purpose; draft and write pieces in various forms and for varying purposes and audiences, checking written work for spelling and punctuation errors and editing to improve in terms of mistakes and 
improvements to grammar and language choices; use a consistent neat and joined handwriting style, holding their pen correctly and forming all letters accurately 

Writing purposes Writing to entertain Writing to inform Writing to persuade Writing to entertain 

Specific objectives to be 
taught within specific units 

Reading 

• Can identify themes within books and 
select information to support views 

• Can identify conventions of different text 
genres and discuss these 

• Can generally comment on language, its 
effect and impact, which describes, 
creates mood and builds tension  

• Can give reasoned explanations of 
authors’ language choices 

Writing 

• Can make my writing interesting by 
adding adjectives and other descriptive 
methods such as expanded noun phrases 

• Can use an adverb phrase at the start of a 
sentence with commas following 
adverbials 

• Can plan my writing by discussing 
examples from other writers that I like, 
looking at their use of sentence structure, 
use of vocabulary and grammar 

• Can draft and write work that creates 
detailed settings, characters and plots 

• Can write narratives with a clear 
beginning, middle and end and with a 
coherent plot, based on a book 

• Can use paragraphs to organise my 
writing so that blocks of text flow and 
ideas are grouped together  

• Can use inverted commas/other 
punctuation to demarcate direct speech 
with accuracy 

Reading 

• Can identify conventions of different text 
genres and discuss these (newspapers) 

• Can identify language, structural and 
presentational features of books and 
discuss how they contribute to the 
meaning 

• Can retrieve and record information from 
non-fiction texts (at an appropriate level)  

Writing 

• Can adapt my writing depending on the 
audience and purpose of the piece 
(newspaper reports) 

• Can use paragraphs to organise my 
writing so that blocks of text flow and 
ideas are grouped together   

• Can make my writing interesting by 
adding adjectives  

• Can use conjunctions, adverbs and 
prepositions to show time, place and 
cause 

• Can use the layout features associated 
with the text type (newspaper reports) 

• Can use a mixture of pronouns and nouns 
within my writing to aid continuity and 
avoid repetition 

• Can use correct Standard English verb 
inflections e.g. we were rather than we 
was 

• Can use apostrophes to mark plural 
possession e.g. the girls’ names, and in 
words with irregular plurals 

Reading 

• Can identify conventions of different text 
genres and discuss these (travel g) 

• Can identify language, structural and 
presentational features of books and 
discuss how they contribute to the 
meaning 

• Can retrieve and record information 
from non-fiction texts (at an appropriate 
level) and using organisational features 
e.g. index 

• Can generally comment on language, its 
effect and impact, which describes 
setting 

Writing 

• Can adapt my writing depending on the 
audience and purpose of the piece 
(travel brochures) 

• Can use paragraphs to organise my 
writing so that blocks of text flow and 
ideas are grouped together   

• Can make my writing interesting by 
adding adjectives and other descriptive 
methods  

• Can use the layout features associated 
with the text type (travel brochures) 

• Can use a mixture of pronouns and 
nouns within my writing to aid continuity 
and avoid repetition 

• Can read my work out to a group with 
confidence and make sure it sounds 
interesting, controlling the tone and 
volume so that its meaning is clear 

Reading 

• Can prepare poems and play scripts to 
read aloud and perform showing simple 
understanding through intonation, tone 
and volume 

• Can identify conventions of different text 
genres and discuss these 

• Can identify language, structural and 
presentational features of books and 
discuss how they contribute to the 
meaning 

Writing 

• Can prepare, write and perform my own 
poems 

• Can read my work out to a group with 
confidence and make sure it sounds 
interesting, controlling the tone and 
volume so that its meaning is clear 

• Can make my writing interesting by 
adding adjectives and other descriptive 
methods such as expanded noun phrases 

• Can adapt my writing depending on the 
audience and purpose of the piece 
(poetry) 

• Can use the layout features associated 
with the text type (poetry forms) 

Writing opportunities Story with a historical setting 
Newspaper reports 

(Howard Carter) 
Travel brochures/TV programme Summer poetry: haiku, kenning 

Approx. length of unit 3 weeks 2-3 weeks 2-3 weeks 3 weeks 



 
 


