
English Long Term Plan - Year Five 
 

Autumn term 

Focus texts Song of the Dolphin Boy Until I met Dudley 
Gran, Can you rap 

Performance Poems 

Topic links Geography - Rivers 
Geography – Rivers, Water Cycle 

Computing - Programming 
 

Ongoing learning 
objectives to be 

taught throughout 
the year 

Speaking and Listening: Specific requirements for pupils to discuss what they are learning and to develop their wider skills in spoken language form part of this programme of study. In years 5 and 6, pupils’ confidence, enjoyment and 
mastery of language should be extended through public speaking, performance and debate. 
Reading: Pupils will use a range of skills through specific reading lessons and Guided Reading: increase their familiarity with a range of age-appropriate books and texts; demonstrate positive attitudes to reading; be given opportunities 
to practise reading aloud with fluency and control, using a range of reading strategies to read unfamiliar words, and self-correcting; discuss and evaluate texts including use of language and vocabulary; give opinions, make predictions 
and inferences justified with evidence; and explain and summarise what they have read; ask and answer questions about what they have read and participate in discussions with peers about texts. 
Writing: Across all genres, pupils will demonstrate a range of writing skills: use of basic punctuation (as taught at previous year groups); write effectively for a range of purposes with intended audience considered; choose and use 
vocabulary which is suited to the style of writing; use a range of clauses to add detail or context; use a range of sentence structures; spell accurately words from previous year groups and throughout the year, develop their spelling 
knowledge of the spelling patterns and spelling lists associated with Year 5; plan their writing using various planning formats;  be given opportunities to draft and re-draft complete pieces of writing; proof-read their writing for errors in 
grammar, punctuation spelling; edit their writing to improve it and to develop its effectiveness and impact, and re-produce for an audience; write with a consistently neat and joined handwriting style 

Writing purposes Writing to entertain Writing to persuade Writing to inform Writing to entertain 

Specific objectives 
to be taught within 

specific units 

Reading 

• Can begin to increase my familiarity with a 
wide range of books, including modern 
fiction 

• Can begin to identify themes and 
conventions in a wide range of books 

• Can begin to discuss and describe 
viewpoints of characters and authors within 
and across texts 

• Can identify the main ideas draw from 
across a text and summarise this, 
sometimes with prompts 

Writing 

• Y4 consolidation – Can use conjunctions, 
adverbs and prepositions to show time, 
with commas after adverbials; can use 
inverted commas and other punctuation to 
demarcate direct speech 

• Can plan writing considering how authors 
have developed characters and settings  

• Can use a wide range of sentence structures 
inc subordinate clauses in varying positions 

• Can describe setting and character to 
engage the reader 

• Can use a widening range of synonyms to 
describe 

• Can use a further range of expanded noun 
phrases for precision 

• Can use dialogue to advance the action  

• Can use devices to build cohesion within 
sentences and paragraphs  

Reading 

• Can ask questions about texts to further my 
understanding of themes  

• Can participate in discussions about books 
at a Year 5 appropriate level and 
maintaining a focussed approach and can 
give written responses to reading 

• Can distinguish between fact and opinion 

• Can recommend books I have read, giving 
some reasons for my choices 

• Can begin to provide reasoned justifications 
for my own opinions about books and texts 

Writing 

• Can indicate degrees of possibility using 
adverbs of probability 

• Can use AFORREST techniques 

• Can use a wider range of time and place 
adverbials including prepositional 
adverbials (near the bottom of the stairs, at 
the end of the day) plus -ly,  
-ed, -ing sentence starters 

• Can use a wider range of conjunctions to 
introduce and add  

• Can choose specific vocabulary and 
grammar to suit the purpose and audience 
of my piece of writing 

• Can perform my own work with some 
confidence changing the tone of my voice 
to make the meaning clear 

• Formal tone maintained throughout 

Reading 

• Can begin to discuss how the structural 
and presentational choices impact on 
meaning, theme and purpose 

• Can begin to discuss and evaluate texts, 
commenting on writers’ use of words, 
phrases and language features 

• Can give the meaning of some words in 
context, exploring and explaining their 
meanings to others 

• Can retrieve, record and present 
information from non-fiction texts and 
using organisational features e.g. index 

• Can begin to identify passive voice (GDS) 
Writing 

• Can choose specific vocabulary and 
grammar to suit the purpose and audience 
of my piece of writing 

• Can use commas to make my writing 
clearer to the reader and to avoid 
ambiguity  

• Can select the structure and organisation 
of a text to suit the purpose and audience 

• Can use layout devices, organisational and 
presentational features to structure my 
writing 

• To use devices to link ideas across a text: 
cause and effect connectives; hypothetical 
language 

• Formal tone maintained throughout 

Reading 

• Can demonstrate positive attitudes to 
reading by listening to and discussing a 
wider range of poetry  

• Can learn a wider range of poetry by heart 

• Can prepare poems and play scripts to 
read aloud and perform showing 
understanding through intonation, tone 
and volume 

Writing 

• Can choose specific vocabulary and 
grammar to suit the purpose and audience 
of my piece of writing 

• Can use a thesaurus to find suitable 
alternative words 

• Can use a widening range of synonyms to 
describe 

• Can select the structure of a text to suit 
the purpose and audience 

• Can use presentational features to 
structure my writing (poetry) 

• Can perform my own work with some 
confidence changing the tone of my voice 
to make the meaning clear 

Writing 
opportunities 

Stories with issues/dilemmas 
Speech (tuna and dolphin fishing/school 

council/plastic pollution) 
Explanations Performance Poems 

Approx. unit length 4-5 weeks 3 weeks 3-4 weeks 2-3 weeks 



Spring term 

Focus texts Viking Boy (Tony Bradman)  
Instructions 

(Neil Gaiman) 
Pandora (Literacy Shed) Shackleton’s Journey 

Topic links History – Vikings Link to Viking Boy Science – Earth and Space  

Ongoing learning 
objectives to be 

taught throughout 
the year 

Speaking and Listening: Specific requirements for pupils to discuss what they are learning and to develop their wider skills in spoken language form part of this programme of study. In years 5 and 6, pupils’ confidence, enjoyment and 
mastery of language should be extended through public speaking, performance and debate. 
Reading: Pupils will use a range of skills through specific reading lessons and Guided Reading: increase their familiarity with a range of age-appropriate books and texts; demonstrate positive attitudes to reading; be given opportunities 
to practise reading aloud with fluency and control, using a range of reading strategies to read unfamiliar words, and self-correcting; discuss and evaluate texts including use of language and vocabulary; give opinions, make predictions 
and inferences justified with evidence; and explain and summarise what they have read; ask and answer questions about what they have read and participate in discussions with peers about texts. 
Writing: Across all genres, pupils will demonstrate a range of writing skills: use of basic punctuation (as taught at previous year groups); write effectively for a range of purposes with intended audience considered; choose and use 
vocabulary which is suited to the style of writing; use a range of clauses to add detail or context; use a range of sentence structures; spell accurately words from previous year groups and throughout the year, develop their spelling 
knowledge of the spelling patterns and spelling lists associated with Year 5; plan their writing using various planning formats;  be given opportunities to draft and re-draft complete pieces of writing; proof-read their writing for errors in 
grammar, punctuation spelling; edit their writing to improve it and to develop its effectiveness and impact, and re-produce for an audience; write with a consistently neat and joined handwriting style 

Writing purposes Writing to entertain Writing to inform Writing to inform Writing to persuade 

Specific objectives 
to be taught within 

specific units 

Reading 

• Can begin to increase my familiarity with a 
wide range of books, including myths, 
legends and traditional stories 

• Can begin to identify themes and 
conventions in a wide range of books 

• Can begin to discuss and describe 
viewpoints of characters and authors within 
texts 

• Can begin to discuss and evaluate texts, 
commenting on writers’ use of words, 
phrases and language features 

Writing 

• Can use a wide range of sentence structures 

• Can summarise longer passages as a precis 

• Can describe settings, characters & 
atmosphere consciously to engage the 
reader 

• Can use dialogue to indicate character and 
advance the action 

• Can draft and write by linking ideas across 
paragraphs   

• Can use devices to build cohesion within 
sentences and paragraphs (after that, then, 
next, suddenly), time and number 
adverbials 

• Can use a range of prepositional adverbials 
within sentences in varying positions; 

• Can use commas to make my writing clearer 
to the reader and to avoid ambiguity 

• To consciously use a further range of 
expanded noun phrases for precision 

• Can add information to my sentences using 
relative clauses starting with relative 
pronouns 

 Reading 

• Can begin to discuss how the structural 
and presentational choices impact on 
meaning, theme and purpose 

• Can begin to discuss and evaluate texts, 
commenting on writers’ use of words, 
phrases and language features including 
figurative language 

• Can begin to make comparisons and 
contrasts between books and texts 

Writing 

• Can use a wide range of sentence 
structures 

• Can choose specific vocabulary and 
grammar to suit the purpose and 
audience of my piece of writing 

• Can use brackets, dashes and commas to 
show parenthesis 

• Can use a thesaurus to find suitable 
alternative words 

• Can use a range of prepositional 
adverbials within sentences in varying 
positions; 

• Can select the structure and organisation 
of a text to suit the purpose and audience 

• Can use layout devices, organisational and 
presentational features to structure my 
writing (instructions) 

• Can use devices to build cohesion within 
sentences and paragraphs (after that, 
then, next, suddenly) 

• Can link ideas across paragraphs using 
time adverbials & number adverbials 
(later, nearby, secondly)  

• Can use imperative verbs 

Reading 

• Can demonstrate positive attitudes to 
reading by listening to and discussing a 
wider range of non-fiction and ref books 

• Can retrieve, record and present 
information from non-fiction texts 

• Can give the meaning of some words in 
context, exploring and explaining their 
meanings to others 

• Can identify key details which support main 
ideas 

Writing 

• Can use commas to make my writing clearer 
to the reader  

• Can use a wide range of sentence structures 
and a widening range of sentence openers 
(DADWAVERS) appropriate to style of 
writing 

• Can add information to my sentences using 
relative clauses starting with relative 
pronouns 

• Can use brackets, dashes and commas to 
show parenthesis 

• Can choose specific vocabulary and 
grammar to suit the purpose and audience 
of my piece of writing 

• Can use a thesaurus to find suitable 
alternative words 

• Can select the structure and organisation of 
a text to suit the purpose and audience  

• Can use layout devices, organisational and 
presentational features to structure my 
writing (n-c reports) 

• Can draft and write by linking ideas across 
paragraphs   

 Reading 

• Can demonstrate positive attitudes to 
reading by listening to and discussing a 
wider range of non-fiction and ref books 

• Can begin to discuss and comment on 
themes and conventions in books of 
different genres and forms 

• Can retrieve, record and present 
information from non-fiction texts 

• Can begin to discuss how the structural and 
presentational choices impact on meaning, 
theme and purpose 

Writing 

• Can indicate degrees of possibility using 
adverbs (possibly, maybe) and modal verbs 
(will, might)  

• Can use AFORREST techniques 

• Can use imperative and modal verbs to 
convey urgency/persuasion 

• Can choose specific vocabulary and 
grammar to suit the purpose and audience 
of my piece of writing 

• Can use a thesaurus to find suitable 
alternative words 

• Can select the structure and organisation of 
a text to suit the purpose and audience 
(letters) 

• Can use layout devices to structure my 
writing 

• Can use different verb forms considering 
audience/purpose 

• Formal tone maintained throughout 

•  

Writing 
opportunities 

Stories with historical settings 
Instructions 

Narrative instructions linked to class reader 
Non-chronological reports Letters (application, funding) 

Approx. unit length 4 weeks 2-3 weeks 2-3 weeks 3 weeks 



Summer term 

Focus texts Who Let The Gods Out? (Maz Evans) 
Who Let The Gods Out? (Maz Evans) 

Greek News 
Zoo (Anthony Browne) 

Odysseus and the Trojan Horse  
(BBC script) 

Topic links History – Ancient Greece 
Science – Living Things and their 

Habitats; Animals including humans 
History – Ancient Greece 

Ongoing learning 
objectives to be 

taught throughout 
the year 

Speaking and Listening: Specific requirements for pupils to discuss what they are learning and to develop their wider skills in spoken language form part of this programme of study. In years 5 and 6, pupils’ confidence, enjoyment and 
mastery of language should be extended through public speaking, performance and debate. 
Reading: Pupils will use a range of skills through specific reading lessons and Guided Reading: increase their familiarity with a range of age-appropriate books and texts; demonstrate positive attitudes to reading; be given opportunities 
to practise reading aloud with fluency and control, using a range of reading strategies to read unfamiliar words, and self-correcting; discuss and evaluate texts including use of language and vocabulary; give opinions, make predictions 
and inferences justified with evidence; and explain and summarise what they have read; ask and answer questions about what they have read and participate in discussions with peers about texts. 
Writing: Across all genres, pupils will demonstrate a range of writing skills: use of basic punctuation (as taught at previous year groups); write effectively for a range of purposes with intended audience considered; choose and use 
vocabulary which is suited to the style of writing; use a range of clauses to add detail or context; use a range of sentence structures; spell accurately words from previous year groups and throughout the year, develop their spelling 
knowledge of the spelling patterns and spelling lists associated with Year 5; plan their writing using various planning formats;  be given opportunities to draft and re-draft complete pieces of writing; proof-read their writing for errors in 
grammar, punctuation spelling; edit their writing to improve it and to develop its effectiveness and impact, and re-produce for an audience; write with a consistently neat and joined handwriting style 

Writing purposes Writing to entertain Writing to inform Writing to discuss Writing to entertain 

Specific objectives 
to be taught within 

specific units 

Reading 

• Can begin to increase my familiarity with a 
wide range of books, including modern 
fiction and fiction from our literary heritage 

• Can begin to make comparisons and 
contrasts between books and texts 

• Can begin to provide reasoned justifications 
for my own opinions about books and texts 

• Can begin to discuss and evaluate texts, 
commenting on writers’ use of words, 
phrases and language features including 
figurative language 

Writing 

• Can use a wide range of sentence structures 

• Can choose specific vocabulary and 
grammar to suit the purpose and audience 
of my piece of writing 

• Can describe settings, characters & 
atmosphere consciously to engage the 
reader 

• Can use dialogue to indicate character and 
advance the action 

• Can draft and write by linking ideas across 
paragraphs including using time and 
number adverbials and verb tenses  

• Use a widening range of sentence openers 
(DADWAVERS) appropriate to style of 
writing 

• To consciously use a further range of 
expanded noun phrases for precision 

Reading 

• Can distinguish between fact and opinion 

• Can begin to discuss how the structural and 
presentational choices impact on meaning, 
theme and purpose 

• Can give written responses to my reading 
using some detail 

• Can identify key details which support main 
ideas 

• Can begin to identify passive voice (GDS) 
Writing 

• Can use commas to make my writing clearer 
to the reader and to avoid ambiguity 

• Can use a wide range of sentence structures 

• Can add information to my sentences using 
relative clauses starting with relative 
pronouns 

• Can choose specific vocabulary and 
grammar to suit the purpose and audience 
of my piece of writing 

• Can use dialogue to indicate character  

• Can use reported and direct speech 

• Can use brackets, dashes and commas to 
show parenthesis 

• Can select the structure and organisation of 
a text to suit the purpose and audience 

• Can use layout devices, organisational and 
presentational features to structure my 
writing (newspapers) 

• Can use devices to build cohesion within 
sentences and paragraphs (after that, then, 
next, suddenly) 

• Can use different verb forms considering 
audience/purpose (including perfect tense) 

Reading 

• Can distinguish between fact and opinion  

• Can identify key details which support main 
ideas 

• Can ask questions about texts to further my 
understanding of themes and authors’ 
intent 

• Can explain and discuss understanding of 
what I have read using some simple formal 
presentations and debates, using notes 
where necessary 

• Can begin to provide reasoned justifications 
for my own opinions about books and texts 

Writing 

• Can indicate degrees of possibility using 
adverbs (possibly, maybe) and modal verbs 
(will, might) 

• Can use AFORREST techniques 

• Can use imperative verbs to convey 
urgency/persuasion 

• Can choose specific vocabulary and 
grammar to suit the purpose and audience 
of my piece of writing 

• Use a wider range of conjunctions to 
introduce, to add, to contrast, for cause and 
effect, to show uncertainty, to conclude  

• Can use a thesaurus to find suitable 
alternative words 

• Can draft and write by linking ideas across 
paragraphs   

• Can perform my own work with some 
confidence changing the tone of my voice to 
make the meaning clear 

• Formal tone maintained throughout 

Reading 

• Can begin to increase my familiarity with a 
wide range of books, including myths, 
legends and traditional stories 

• Can prepare poems and play scripts to read 
aloud and perform showing understanding 
through intonation, tone and volume 

• Can begin to discuss how the structural and 
presentational choices impact on meaning, 
theme and purpose 

• Can begin to make comparisons and 
contrasts between books and texts 

Writing 

• Can use dialogue to indicate character and 
advance the action 

• Can select the structure and organisation of 
a text to suit the purpose and audience 
(scripts) 

• Can use layout devices and organisational to 
structure my writing 

• Can use different verb forms considering 
audience/purpose (including perfect tense) 

• Can perform my own work with some 
confidence changing the tone of my voice to 
make the meaning clear 

 

Writing 
opportunities 

Adventure/Quest Stories Newspaper reports Debate Playscripts 

Approx. unit length 4-5 weeks 2-3 weeks 3 weeks 3 weeks 



 


