
English Long Term Plan - Year Six 
 

Autumn term 

Focus texts Wolf Brother (Michelle Paver) Moth/Stone Girl Bone Girl 
In Flanders Fields 

Beyond the Lines (Lit Shed) 
‘Twas the night before 

Christmas 

Topic links History – Stone Age to Iron Age 
Science – Evolution and 

Inheritance 
Remembrance Day Christmas 

Ongoing learning 
objectives to be 

taught throughout 
the year 

Speaking and Listening: Specific requirements for pupils to discuss what they are learning and to develop their wider skills in spoken language form part of this programme of study. In years 5 and 6, pupils’ confidence, enjoyment and 
mastery of language should be extended through public speaking, performance and debate.  Year 6 pupils should be given opportunities speak and discuss for a range of purposes and to a range of audiences. 
Reading: Pupils will use a range of skills through specific reading lessons and Guided Reading: increase their familiarity with a range of age appropriate books and texts; demonstrate positive attitudes to reading a wider range of books 
and texts; have opportunities to practise reading aloud with fluency and control, using a range of strategies to read unfamiliar words including self-correcting; discuss and evaluate texts including use of language and vocabulary; give 
opinions, make predictions and inferences justified with evidence; and explain and summarise what they have read; participate in discussions about books with adults and peers at a Y6 level. 
Writing: Across all genres, pupils will demonstrate a range of writing skills: use of basic punctuation (as taught at previous year groups); spell words accurately (taught at previous year groups) and by the end of Year 6, all of the words on 
the Y5/6 word list and in the Y5/5 spelling appendix; write effectively for a range of purposes with intended audience considered and using a formality suited to the piece; choose and use vocabulary which is suited to the style of writing; 
use a range of clauses to add detail or context; use a range of sentence structures; plan their writing using various planning formats suited to the task and pupi ls’ preferred style;  be given opportunities to draft and re-draft complete 
pieces of writing; proof-read their writing for errors in grammar, punctuation spelling; edit their writing to improve it, to develop its effectiveness and impact and to prepare for performance or finished product; write with a consistently 
neat and joined handwriting style 

Writing purposes Writing to entertain Writing to persuade Writing to inform Writing to entertain Writing to entertain 

Specific objectives 
to be taught within 

specific units 

Reading 

• Can discuss and evaluate texts, 
commenting on writers’ use of 
words, phrases and language 
features including figurative 
language 

• Can make detailed comparisons 
and contrasts within books 

• Can discuss and describe 
viewpoints of characters  

• Can identify the main ideas draw 
from across a text and 
summarise this 

Writing 

• Understand how words are 
related by meaning as synonyms 
and antonyms 

• Can use colons to introduce a list 
and semi-colons in complex lists 

• Can plan a detailed character 
description to have an effect and 
can write pieces describing and 
comparing characters 

• Can use expanded noun phrases 
to convey complicated 
information simply 

• Can use a thesaurus with 
confidence 

• Y5 consolidation - Can use a wide 
range of sentence structures inc. 
subordinate clauses in varying 
positions 

Reading 

• Can distinguish between fact 
and opinion and discuss the 
impact of this on the reader 

• Can discuss and evaluate texts, 
commenting on writers’ use of 
words, phrases and language 

• Can clarify concepts and ideas at 
a sentence, paragraph level and 
a whole text level 

Writing 

• Understand the difference 
between formal and informal 
writing structures and the 
vocabulary associated with this 

• Can link ideas across texts using 
a wide range of cohesive devices 

• Can use different techniques to 
make my writing flow and to link 
paragraphs 

• Can use expanded noun phrases 
to convey complicated 
information simply 

• Can use grammar and 
vocabulary which is suited to 
the writing 

• Use of AFORREST techniques 

• Y5 consolidation - Use of model 
verbs and adverbs of probability 

Reading 

• Can discuss how the structural 
and presentational choices impact 
on meaning, theme and purpose,  

• Can give the meaning of some 
words in context, exploring and 
explaining their meanings to 
others and within the context 

• Can retrieve, record and present 
information from non-fiction texts 
and using organisational features  

Writing 

• Can select the vocabulary to suit 
the purpose of the text 

• Can link ideas across texts using a 
wide range of cohesive devices 

• Can use colons to introduce a list 
and semi-colons within complex 
lists 

• Can use layout devices to 
structure a text 

• Can set out my work using 
headings, subheadings, columns, 
tables and bullet points to 
structure the text and guide the 
reader 

• Y5 consolidation – use of brackets, 
dashes and commas to show 
parenthesis 

Reading 

• Can learn a wider range of 
poetry by heart, including some 
from our literary heritage 

• Can discuss and evaluate texts, 
commenting on writers’ use of 
words, phrases and language 

• Discuss how the structural and 
presentational choices impact 
on meaning, theme and purpose 

Writing 

• Can use hyphens for clarity and 
precision (colour and 
temperature) 

• Can use expanded noun phrases 
to convey complicated 
information simply 

• Can use a thesaurus with 
confidence 

• Understand how words are 
related by meaning as synonyms 
and antonyms 

• Use Show not Tell techniques to 
describe the way a character 
feels 

• Use different verb forms (perfect 
tense) 

• Y5 consolidation - Can use a 
wide range of sentence 
structures inc. subordinate 
clauses in varying positions 

•  

Reading 

• Can prepare poems/play scripts 
to read aloud/perform showing 
understanding thro’ intonation, 
tone and volume & awareness of 
audience 

• Can learn a wider range of poetry 
by heart, including some from 
our literary heritage 

• Discuss how the structural and 
presentational choices impact on 
meaning, theme and purpose 

Writing 

• Can write effectively for a range 
of purposes 

• Can use layout devices to 
structure a text 

• Can use expanded noun phrases 
to convey complicated 
information simply 

• Can use a thesaurus with 
confidence 

• Can use figurative language 
(similes, metaphors and 
personification) as well as other 
devices such as alliteration, 
assonance, consonance and 
imagery 

Writing 
opportunities 

Character comparisons 
Action fiction 

Speech 
Advertising 

Non-chronological reports Short personal narrative Rhyming couplet poetry 

Approx. unit length 3-4 weeks 3 weeks 3 weeks 2 weeks 1-2 weeks 



Spring term  

Focus texts 
The Giant’s Necklace (Mic Morpurgo) 

Alma (Lit Shed) 
Room 13 (Robert Swindells) 
Dracula’s Whitby (Lit Shed) 

Jabberwocky Alice in Wonderland extracts 

Topic links Geography - Coasts History – The Industrial Revolution 

Ongoing learning 
objectives to be 

taught throughout 
the year 

Speaking and Listening: Specific requirements for pupils to discuss what they are learning and to develop their wider skills in spoken language form part of this programme of study. In years 5 and 6, pupils’ confidence, enjoyment and 
mastery of language should be extended through public speaking, performance and debate.  Year 6 pupils should be given opportunities speak and discuss for a range of purposes and to a range of audiences. 
Reading: Pupils will use a range of skills through specific reading lessons and Guided Reading: increase their familiarity with a range of age appropriate books and texts; demonstrate positive attitudes to reading a wider range of books 
and texts; have opportunities to practise reading aloud with fluency and control, using a range of strategies to read unfamiliar words including self-correcting; discuss and evaluate texts including use of language and vocabulary; give 
opinions, make predictions and inferences justified with evidence; and explain and summarise what they have read; participate in discussions about books with adults and peers at a Y6 level. 
Writing: Across all genres, pupils will demonstrate a range of writing skills: use of basic punctuation (as taught at previous year groups); spell words accurately (taught at previous year groups) and by the end of Year 6, all of the words on 
the Y5/6 word list and in the Y5/5 spelling appendix; write effectively for a range of purposes with intended audience considered and using a formality suited to the piece; choose and use vocabulary which is suited to the style of writing; 
use a range of clauses to add detail or context; use a range of sentence structures; plan their writing using various planning formats suited to the task and pupils’ preferred style;  be given opportunities to draft and re-draft complete 
pieces of writing; proof-read their writing for errors in grammar, punctuation spelling; edit their writing to improve it, to develop its effectiveness and impact and to prepare for performance or finished product; write with a consistently 
neat and joined handwriting style 

Writing purposes Writing to entertain Writing to persuade Writing to inform Writing to entertain 

Specific objectives 
to be taught within 

specific units 

Reading 

• Am increasing my familiarity with a 
wide range of modern fiction and 
from our literary heritage 

• Can discuss and evaluate texts, 
commenting on writers’ use of words, 
phrases and language features 
including figurative language 

• Can identify and discuss themes and 
conventions across a wide range of 
books/texts of different genres and 
forms 

• Can discuss and describe viewpoints 
of characters within texts 

Writing 

• Can use expanded noun phrases to 
convey complicated information 
simply 

• Can use dialogue to convey a 
character 

• Can write pieces describing 
characters, setting and atmosphere 

• Can use different verb forms 
considering audience/purpose 
(including perfect) 

• Can use different techniques to make 
my writing flow and to link 
paragraphs 

• Use a widening range of sentence 
openers (DADWAVERS) appropriate 
to style of writing 

• Can use a wide range of sentence 
structures 
 

Reading 

• Can make detailed comparisons and 
contrasts between books and texts, 
discussing with some confidence 

• Can discuss and describe viewpoints of  

• authors within and across texts 

• Can identify key details which support main 
ideas, illustrating details with quotations 
from the text 

• Can recommend books I have read to my 
peers, giving reasoned justifications for my 
choices 

Writing 

• Can use the passive form of a verb 

• Can use layout devices to structure a text 

• Understand how words are related by 
meaning as synonyms and antonyms 

• Can use grammar and vocabulary which is 
suited to the writing (persuasion) 

• Can write pieces describing atmosphere 

• Can use different techniques to make my 
writing flow and to link paragraphs 

• Can use AFORREST techniques 

• Can use imperative and modal verbs to 
convey urgency/persuasion and adverbials 
of probability 

 

Reading 

• Can clarify concepts and ideas at a 
sentence, paragraph level and a whole 
text level 

• Can ask questions about texts to further 
my understanding of themes and authors’ 
intent 

• Can explain and discuss understanding of 
what I have read using formal 
presentations and debates 

• Can learn a wider range of poetry by 
heart, including some from our literary 
heritage 

• Can discuss how the structural and 
presentational choices impact on 
meaning, theme and purpose, using some 
detail 

Writing 

• Can select the vocabulary to suit the 
purpose of the text  

• Understand the difference between 
formal and informal writing structures 
and the vocabulary associated with this 

• Can use the passive form of a verb 

• Can use colons, semi-colons and dashes to 
mark the boundary between independent 
clauses 

• Can use hyphens for clarity and to avoid 
ambiguity 

• Can use layout devices to structure a text 

• Can use different verb forms considering 
audience/purpose (including perfect 
tense) 

• Use of relative clauses and relative 
pronouns (Y5 consolidation) 

Reading 

• Am increasing my familiarity with a wide 
range of books, including fiction from our 
literary heritage 

• Can make detailed comparisons and 
contrasts between books and texts, 
discussing with some confidence 

• Can discuss and evaluate texts, 
commenting on writers’ use of words, 
phrases and language features including 
figurative language 

• Can identify key details which support 
main ideas, illustrating details with 
quotations from the text 

Writing 
• Can write effectively for a range of 

purposes 

• Can use expanded noun phrases to 
convey complicated information simply 

• Can use dialogue to convey a character 
and move the action along 

• Can write pieces describing characters, 
setting and atmosphere 

• Can use different verb forms considering 
audience/purpose (including perfect) 

• Can use different techniques to make my 
writing flow and to link paragraphs 

• Can use colons to introduce a list and 
semi-colons within complex lists 

• Use a widening range of sentence openers 
(DADWAVERS) appropriate to style of 
writing 

• Can use a wide range of sentence 
structures 

Writing 
opportunities 

Horror stories 
Travel guide 

Trip Advisor review 
News reports Fantasy stories 

Approx. unit length 3-4 weeks 2-3 weeks 3 weeks 3 weeks 



Summer term 

Focus texts Street Child (Berlie Doherty) 
The man who walked between the 

towers (Mordecai Gerstein) 
Survivors 

Topic links History – The Industrial Revolution PSHCE (resilience) Geog – South and Central America 

Ongoing learning 
objectives to be 

taught throughout 
the year 

Speaking and Listening: Specific requirements for pupils to discuss what they are learning and to develop their wider skills in spoken language form part of this programme of study. In years 5 and 6, pupils’ confidence, enjoyment and 
mastery of language should be extended through public speaking, performance and debate.  Year 6 pupils should be given opportunities speak and discuss for a range of purposes and to a range of audiences. 
Reading: Pupils will use a range of skills through specific reading lessons and Guided Reading: increase their familiarity with a range of age appropriate books and texts; demonstrate positive attitudes to reading a wider range of books 
and texts; have opportunities to practise reading aloud with fluency and control, using a range of strategies to read unfamiliar words including self-correcting; discuss and evaluate texts including use of language and vocabulary; give 
opinions, make predictions and inferences justified with evidence; and explain and summarise what they have read; participate in discussions about books with adults and peers at a Y6 level. 
Writing: Across all genres, pupils will demonstrate a range of writing skills: use of basic punctuation (as taught at previous year groups); spell words accurately (taught at previous year groups) and by the end of Year 6, all of the words on 
the Y5/6 word list and in the Y5/5 spelling appendix; write effectively for a range of purposes with intended audience considered and using a formality suited to the piece; choose and use vocabulary which is suited to the style of writing; 
use a range of clauses to add detail or context; use a range of sentence structures; plan their writing using various planning formats suited to the task and pupils’ preferred style;  be given opportunities to draft and re-draft complete 
pieces of writing; proof-read their writing for errors in grammar, punctuation spelling; edit their writing to improve it, to develop its effectiveness and impact and to prepare for performance or finished product; write with a consistently 
neat and joined handwriting style 

Writing purposes Writing to entertain Writing to discuss Writing to inform Writing to inform 

Specific objectives 
to be taught within 

specific units 

Reading 

• Am increasing my familiarity with a wide 
range of books, including fiction from our 
literary heritage 

• Can make detailed comparisons and 
contrasts between books and texts, 
discussing with some confidence 

• Can discuss and evaluate texts, commenting 
on writers’ use of words, phrases and 
language features including figurative 
language 

• Can provide reasoned justifications for my 
own opinions about books and texts 

• Can recommend books I have read to my 
peers, giving reasoned justifications for my 
choices 

Writing 
• Can write effectively for a range of 

purposes 

• Can use expanded noun phrases to convey 
complicated information simply 

• Can use dialogue to convey a character and 
move the action along 

• Can write pieces describing characters, 
setting and atmosphere 

• Can use different verb forms considering 
audience/purpose (including perfect) 

• Can use different techniques to make my 
writing flow and to link paragraphs 

• Can use colons to introduce a list and semi-
colons within complex lists 

• Use a widening range of sentence openers 
(DADWAVERS) appropriate to style 

• Can use a wide range of sentence structures 

Reading 

• Can explain and discuss understanding of 
what I have read using formal presentations 
and debates  

• Can distinguish between fact and opinion 
and discuss the impact of this on the reader 

• Can clarify concepts and ideas at a 
sentence, paragraph level and a whole text 
level 

• Can identify key details which support main 
ideas, illustrating details with quotations 
from the text 

• Can discuss how the structural and 
presentational choices impact on meaning, 
theme and purpose, using some detail 

Writing 

• Understand the difference between formal 
and informal writing structures and the 
vocabulary associated with this 

• Can link ideas across texts using a wide 
range of cohesive devices 

• Can use different techniques to make my 
writing flow and to link paragraphs 

• Can use grammar and vocabulary which is 
suited to the writing 

• Can use different verb forms considering 
audience/purpose (including perfect tense 
and subjunctive form) 

• Can use a wider range of conjunctions to 
introduce, add, clarify and conclude 

• Can use the passive form of a verb 

• Can use colons, semi-colons and dashes to 
mark the boundary between independent 
clauses 

Reading 

• Can identify and discuss themes and 
conventions across a wide range of 
books/texts of different genres and forms 

• Can provide reasoned justifications for my 
own opinions about books and texts, with 
reference to specifics within texts to back 
up my opinions 

• Can distinguish between fact and opinion 
and discuss the impact of this on the reader 

• Can explain and discuss understanding of 
what I have read using formal presentations 
and debates  

Writing 

• Can select the vocabulary to suit the purpose 
of the text  

• Understand the difference between formal 
and informal writing structures and the 
vocabulary associated with this 

• Can use the passive form of a verb 

• Can use hyphens for clarity and to avoid 
ambiguity 

• Can use layout devices to structure a text 

• Can use different verb forms considering 
audience/purpose (including perfect tense) 

• Can draft and write by accurately précising 
longer passages 

Reading 

• Can identify and discuss themes and 
conventions across a wide range of 
books/texts of different genres and forms 

• Can demonstrate positive attitudes to 
reading by listening to and discussing a 
wider range of  

• non-fiction and ref books 

• Identify key details which support main 
ideas, illustrating details with quotations 
from the text 

• Can discuss how the structural choices 
impact on meaning, theme and purpose, 
using some detail 

Writing 

• Can select the vocabulary to suit the purpose 
of the text  

• Understand the difference between formal 
and informal writing structures  

• Can use the passive form of a verb 

• Can use hyphens for clarity and to avoid 
ambiguity 

• Can use layout devices to structure a text 

• Can use different verb forms considering 
audience/purpose (including perfect tense) 

• Can draft and write by accurately précising 
longer passages 

• Use of relative clauses and relative 
pronouns 

• Can use expanded noun phrases to convey 
complicated information simply 

• Can use colons to introduce a list and semi-
colons within complex lists 

• Can use colons, semi-colons and dashes to 
mark the boundary between clauses 

Writing 
opportunities 

Stories with a historical setting Balanced argument Reports:  TV programme, police reports Biography 

Approx. unit length 3-4 weeks 3 weeks 3 weeks 3 weeks 



 


