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Writing Implementation 
 

At St Francis of Assisi Primary School, we use a text-based English curriculum to deliver engaging, well-sequenced writing units which meet the needs of our pupils and 
match the requirements of the National Curriculum.  The texts on which we base our English units have been carefully selected to ensure coverage of the four main 
purposes for writing: entertain, inform, persuade and discuss.  Units of work focus on the skills and knowledge needed to write for each particular purpose, with 
audience and tone at the heart of the writing. 
 
The Writing Process 
Children are taught to craft their writing for specific purposes and audiences through a variety of means including WAGOLLs, explicit teacher modelling and shared 
writing opportunities, as well as through oracy.  Through well-planned sequences of lessons, pupils build up their skills and knowledge working towards their own 
longer pieces of writing.  Writing units are text-based and final writing outcomes generally link to the content of the text studied.  Pupils are taught to plan, draft, write, 
edit and produce pieces of writing within each unit.  Where possible, teachers plan for opportunities to ‘write for real’ giving the pupils purpose and validation for their 
final pieces of writing.    
 
Punctuation, Grammar and Vocabulary 
Punctuation, grammar and vocabulary is carefully planned as part of each unit of work and at age-appropriate levels, meeting the requirements of the National 
Curriculum.  The texts selected for year groups have been chosen to reflect and demonstrate the punctuation, grammar and vocabulary taught to this age group: 
teachers also produce their own WAGOLL texts to further emphasise use of these elements in writing.  These skills are practised within distinct lessons and pupils learn 
how to apply these elements to longer written pieces.  Teachers ensure that pupils understand the effect and impact of punctuation, grammar and vocabulary on a 
piece of writing: they analyse the way authors have used these skills and use this knowledge to apply them to their own written pieces. 
 
Spelling 
At Key Stage One, spelling forms part of our school Phonics programme and is taught as a discrete subject.  At Key Stage 2, spelling is taught three times a week also 
during discrete, well-planned lessons, which follow a sequence similar to that of Phonics lessons at EYFS and KS1. Phonemes, spelling rules and Common Exception 
Words are explicitly taught and practised, and previously learned phonemes and spellings are regularly revisited.  Spelling builds on from phonics at EYFS and KS1, 
where our school programme uses the ‘Ask the question’ approach.  Pupils are taught how to identify mis-spelled words and correct them within their own writing, 
and how to use dictionaries to search for words they do not know how to spell.  Children use Spelling Shed to practise their spellings at home and are assessed weekly 
and half termly on new rules and words they have learned. 
 
Handwriting 
Pupils at St Francis of Assisi take pride in the work they produce, and handwriting is a huge element of this.  Beginning in KS1, pupils are taught to use a cursive style, 
initially to print and later, when pupils are ready, to write using a continuous cursive style.  This style is modelled by teachers in marking comments and in shared 
writing sessions. 
 
Below is an overview of our English Long Term plan for Writing, which shows our text-based approach and use of the four writing purposes: entertain, inform, persuade 
and discuss.  Entertain and inform are taught at both KS1 and KS2, persuade is introduced at LKS2 and discuss is introduced at UKS2. 
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Year group Year 1 
Term Autumn term Spring term Summer term 

Text links Fairy tales 

Jasper’s 
Beanstalk 
The Little 
Red Hen 

Out and 
About 
poetry 
book 

Seasons 
Poems 
(ORT) 

Christmas 
stories: The 

Dinosaur that 
pooped 

Christmas, The 
Christmas Shed 

Funnybones 
What the 
ladybird 

heard 

Peace at 
last 

Whatever 
next 

The tiger 
who came 

to tea 
 

The Jolly Postman 
The day the 
crayons quit 

Toby and the 
Great Fire 

Julia 
Donaldson 

stories 

The Very 
Hungry 

Caterpillar 
We’re going 

on a bear 
hunt 

The Train Ride 
and other 

repetitive stories 

Writing 
purposes 

Entertain Inform Entertain Entertain Inform Entertain Inform Entertain Inform Entertain Inform Entertain 

Writing 
opportunities 

Fairy tales 
Character 

descriptions 
Instructions Shape 

poems 
Christmas stories Recount Story 

List making 
Animal 

fact-files 
Letters Report 

Diary 
Rhyming 

story 
Recount Repetitive story 

 
 
 
 

Year group Year 2 
Term Autumn term Spring term Summer term 

Text links Don’t Cook 
Cinderella 

On the way 
home 

Memory 
Bottles 

The Letter to 
Father 

Christmas 

The owl who 
was afraid of 

the dark 
Folk Tales 

Tadpole’s 
Promise 

The Tunnel 
and other 
Anthony 
Browne 
books 

George’s 
Marvellous 
Medicine 

Mr Benn 
Florence 

Nightingale 
Nonsense 

poems 

Writing 
purposes 

Inform Entertain Inform Entertain Inform Entertain Inform Entertain Inform Entertain Inform Entertain 

Writing 
opportunities 

Instructions 
Rules 

Character 
descriptions 

Short 
narrative 

Lists 
Recounts 

Letters Reports on 
animals 

Adapting 
familiar tales 

Recounts 
linked to 
Science 

Short stories Instructions Short stories Reports (non-
chronological) 

Poems 

 
 
 
 
 



St Francis of Assisi Church of England Primary School 
“Live, love and learn together in the light of Christ.” 

 

 

 
 

Year group Year 3 
Term Autumn term Spring term Summer term 

Text links Don’t Cook 
Cinderella 

On the way 
home 

Memory 
Bottles 

The Letter to 
Father 

Christmas 

The owl who 
was afraid of 

the dark 
Folk Tales Tadpole’s 

Promise 

The Tunnel 
and other 
Anthony 
Browne 
books 

George’s 
Marvellous 
Medicine 

Mr Benn Florence 
Nightingale 

Nonsense 
poems 

Writing 
purposes 

Inform Entertain Inform Entertain Inform Entertain Inform Entertain Inform Entertain Inform Entertain 

Writing 
opportunities 

Instructions 
Rules 

Character 
descriptions 

Short 
narrative 

Lists 
Recounts 

Letters Reports on 
animals 

Adapting 
familiar tales 

Recounts 
linked to 
Science 

Short stories Instructions Short stories Reports (non-
chronological) 

Poems 

 
 
 
 
 

Year group Year 4 
Term Autumn term Spring term Summer term 

Text links 
The Boy at the 

back of the 
class 

One Boy’s 
War 

Malala’s 
Pencil 

Grandpa 
Christmas 

The Miraculous Journey of Edward 
Tulane 

Fairy tale unit: The 
Egyptian 

Cinderella, The 
True Story of the 
Three Little Pigs,  

Secrets of a Sun-King 
Christina 
Rossetti 
poems 

Writing 
purposes 

Entertain Entertain Inform Persuade Entertain Inform Entertain Entertain Inform Persuade Entertain 

Writing 
opportunities 

Contemporary 
stories 

Fictional and 
real-life 

fiction letters 
Biography Campaign Adventure stories Diaries Twisted fairy tales 

Story with a 
historical 

setting 

Newspaper 
reports 

(Howard 
Carter) 

Travel 
brochures 

Summer 
poetry: haiku, 

kenning 
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Year group Year 5 
Term Autumn term Spring term Summer term 

Text links Song of the Dolphin Boy 
Until I met 

Dudley 

City Jungle or 
Gran can you 

rap? 
Viking Boy Pandora (clip) 

Shackleton’s 
Journey 

Instructions 
(Neil Gaiman) 

Who let the 
Gods out? Greek News 

Zoo 
(Anthony 
Browne) 

The Iliad and 
the Odyssey 

Writing 
purposes 

Entertain Persuade Inform Entertain Entertain Inform Persuade Inform Entertain Inform Discuss Entertain 

Writing 
opportunities 

Stories with 
issues/dilemmas Speech Explanation 

Performance 
Poems 

Stories with 
a historical 

setting 

Reports (non-
chronological) Letters 

Narrative 
instructions 

Adventure 
stories 

Newspaper 
reports Debate Playscripts 

 
 
 

Year group Year 6 
Term Autumn term Spring term Summer term 

Text links The Explorer Swing of 
Change 

Moth 
Stone Girl 
Bone Girl 

Beyond 
the Lines 

‘Twas the 
night before 

Christmas 
poem 

Alma Room 13 Jabberwocky Alice in 
Wonderland 

Street Child 

The man 
who walked 

between 
the towers 

Survivors 

Writing 
purposes 

Entertain Persuade Inform Entertain Entertain Entertain Persuade Inform Entertain Entertain Discuss Inform Inform 

Writing 
opportunities 

Character 
comparisons 

Action 
narrative 

Speech 

Reports  
Stone Age 

life 
Mary 

Anning 

Personal 
narrative 

Parody 
poems 

Horror 
stories 

Travel 
Guide 

News 
reports 

Narrative 
Stories with 

historical 
setting 

Balanced 
argument 

Reports Reports 
(biography) 

 
 


