
 
 

 

Art and Design National Curriculum and Statutory Framework for the EYFS 

STATUTORY FRAMEWORK FOR THE EYFS NATIONAL CURRICULM 

EYFS  KEY STAGE 1 KEY STAGE 2 

Expressive Arts and Design: 
The development of children’s artistic and cultural awareness supports their 
imagination and creativity. It is important that children have regular 
opportunities to engage with the arts, enabling them to explore and play with 
a wide range of media and materials. The quality and variety of what children 
see, hear and participate in is crucial for developing their understanding, self-
expression, vocabulary and ability to communicate through the arts. The 
frequency, repetition and depth of their experiences are fundamental to their 
progress in interpreting and appreciating what they hear, respond to and 
observe. 
 
See also Educational Programme for Physical Development and PSED. 
 
ELG  
Creating with materials  
Safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, 
experimenting with colour, design, texture, form and function; 
Share their creations, explaining the process they have used; 
Make use of props and materials when role playing characters in narratives and 
stories. 
 
ELG 
Physical Development 
Use a range of small tools, including scissors, paint brushes and cutlery; 
 
*The ELG is an assessment checkpoint and should not be used as a curriculum – 
the curriculum should be broad and balanced with a range of experiences and 
opportunities not limited to teaching to the ELG. 
 
In planning and guiding what children learn, practitioners must reflect on the 
different rates at which children are developing and adjust their practice 
appropriately. The three Characteristics of Effective Teaching and Learning 
are: playing and exploring - children investigate and experience things, and 
‘have a go’; active learning - children concentrate and keep on trying if they 
encounter difficulties, and enjoy achievements; creating and thinking 
critically - children have and develop their own ideas, make links between 
ideas, and develop strategies for doing things. In addition, the prime areas of 
learning (PSE, CL, PD) underpin and are an integral part of children’s learning 
in all areas. 

Communicating ideas. 
 

• Develop an awareness of how ideas can be expressed through art. 

• Show interest and curiosity when observing an artists’ piece of 
work. 

• Begin to use a sketchbook to record own ideas. 

• Begin to create imitations of artists’ work. 
 
Exploring and using tools and materials to work purposefully. 
 

• Develop basic skills of concentration and control through 
experimentation of line, colour, shade and pattern. 

• Develop creativity by experimenting with tools and materials 
available to them. 

• Begin to use materials purposefully to achieve particular 
characteristics or qualities. 

 
 Knowledge and understanding. 
 

• Recognise and describe key features of their own and others’ work.  

• Understand the skills they have used to create their art work. 

• Develop an awareness of different forms of art including cultures, 
historical and modern art. 

• Being to ask questions to develop own thoughts and ideas. 
 

Communicating ideas. 
 

• Gather resources and sources to review information related 
to their ideas. 

• Independently develop ideas showing interest, curiosity, 
originality and imagination. 

• Use sketchbooks to investigate, record, annotate and analyse 
ideas. 

• Reflect upon their initial ideas and be confident in evaluating 
and developing their own creations. 

 
Exploring and using tools and materials to work purposefully. 
 

• Independently choose a range of suitable tools and materials 
for their creations. 

• Develop use of practical skills through experimenting and 
testing. 

• Experiment with and review choices of materials and tools 
giving reasons for their choices. 

• Use suitable materials purposefully and safely to reflect their 
intentions and what they hope to achieve. 

 
 Knowledge and understanding. 
 

• Research and discuss ideas of various artists. 

• Be confident in making comparisons and links with their own 
work to that of the artist they have studied. 

• Understand how to describe, interpret and explain the 
characteristics of their own and others’ work.  

• Have an understanding of a variety of art including cultures, 
historical and modern art. 

• Develop confidence in own creativity and imagination, 
expressing ideas and opinions about current knowledge and 
research.  

 


