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NATIONAL CURRICULM  

EYFS – STATUTORY FRAMEWORK KEY STAGE 1 KEY STAGE 2 

Educational Programme 

Understanding the world involves guiding children to make sense of their 

physical world and their community. The frequency and range of children’s 

personal experiences increases their knowledge and sense of the world around 

them – from visiting parks, libraries and museums to meeting important 

members of society such as police officers, nurses and firefighters. In addition, 

listening to a broad selection of stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems will 

foster their understanding of our culturally, socially, technologically and 

ecologically diverse world. As well as building important knowledge, this 

extends their familiarity with words that support understanding across 

domains. Enriching and widening children’s vocabulary will support later 

reading comprehension. 

 

Statutory ELG: Past and Present  

Children at the expected level of development will: -  

Talk about the lives of the people around them and their roles in society 

Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, 

drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class 

Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in 

books read in class and storytelling. 

 

*The ELG is an assessment checkpoint and should not be used as a curriculum – 

the curriculum should be broad and balanced with a range of experiences and 

opportunities not limited to teaching to the ELG. 

 

In planning and guiding what children learn, practitioners must reflect on the 

different rates at which children are developing and adjust their practice 

appropriately. The three  

Characteristics of Effective Teaching and Learning are: playing and exploring - 

children investigate and experience things, and ‘have a go’; active learning - 

children concentrate  

and keep on trying if they encounter difficulties, and enjoy achievements; 

creating and thinking critically - children have and develop their own ideas, 

make links between ideas,  

and develop strategies for doing things. In addition, the prime areas of learning 

(PSE, CL, PD) underpin and are an integral part of children’s learning in all 

areas. 

▪ changes within living memory. Where appropriate, these should be used 
to reveal aspects of change in national life 

▪ events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or globally 
[for example, the Great Fire of London, the first aeroplane flight or events 
commemorated through festivals or anniversaries] 

▪ the lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to 
national and international achievements. Some should be used to 
compare aspects of life in different periods [for example, Elizabeth I and 
Queen Victoria, Christopher Columbus and Neil Armstrong, William 
Caxton and Tim Berners-Lee, Pieter Bruegel the Elder and LS Lowry, Rosa 
Parks and Emily Davison, Mary Seacole and/or Florence Nightingale and 
Edith Cavell] 

• significant historical events, people and places in their own locality. 

▪ changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age 
▪ the Roman Empire and its impact on Britain 
▪ Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots 
▪ the Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of England to 

the time of Edward the Confessor 
▪ a local history study 
▪ a study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ 

chronological knowledge beyond 1066 
▪ the achievements of the earliest civilizations – an overview of 

where and when the first civilizations appeared and a depth study 
of one of the following: Ancient Sumer; The Indus Valley; Ancient 
Egypt; The Shang Dynasty of Ancient China 

▪ Ancient Greece – a study of Greek life and achievements and their 
influence on the western world 

▪ a non-European society that provides contrasts with British history 
– one study chosen from: early Islamic civilization, including a study 
of Baghdad c. AD 900; Mayan civilization c. AD 900; Benin (West 
Africa) c. AD 900-1300. 

 
 


