
 
 

 

 

SCIENCE LONG TERM OVERVIEW 
Year group Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Nursery 
Enabling 

Environment 

Make use of outdoor areas to give opportunities for investigations of the natural world, for example, provide chimes, streamers, windmills and bubbles to investigate the effects of 
wind. 
Provide opportunities to observe things closely through a variety of means, e.g. magnifiers 
Explore different habitats outdoors, e.g. scent, colour and shape of flowers attracting bees, making a wormery, planning bird feeding on the ground and higher level. 
Teach skills and knowledge in the context of practical activities, e.g. learning about the characteristics of liquids and solids by involving children in melting chocolate or cooking eggs, or 
observing ice outdoors. 
Explore how different materials sink and float 
Draw children’s attention to forces, introducing new vocabulary related to exploration. 

Reception 
Enabling 

Environment 

Provide first-hand experiences to support children in making sense of micro-environments, the specific conditions which enable each plant or animal to live and thrive. 
Give opportunities to design practical, attractive environments, for example, planting and taking care of flower and vegetable beds or organising equipment outdoors. 
Guide children’s understanding by draw children’s attention to the weather and seasonal features.  
Provide opportunities for children to note and record the weather. Select texts to share with the children about the changing seasons 
Encourage interactions with the outdoors to foster curiosity and give children freedom to touch, smell and hear the natural world around them during hands-on experiences.  
Create opportunities to discuss how we care for the natural world around us. Offer opportunities to sing songs and join in with rhymes and poems about the natural world. After close 
observation, draw pictures of the natural world, including animals and plants. 
Observe and interact with natural processes, such as ice melting, a sound causing a vibration, an object casting a shadow, a magnet attracting an object and a boat floating on water. 

Working Scientifically 

1 

Everyday materials Animals including Humans Plants 

Seasonal Changes 

2 Everyday materials Living things  Animals including humans Living things and their 
habitats 

Plants 

3 Forces & Magnets Light Plants Rocks Animals 
including 
Humans 

4 Electricity Sound Living things and their habitats Animals including 
humans 

States of matter 
 

5 Properties and changes of materials Earth and Space Forces Living things and their 
habitats 

Animals 
including 
humans 

6 Evolution & Inheritance Animals including 
humans 

Electricity Light Living things and 
their habitats 


